
Would it surprise you to learn that more Muslims live in Asia than in the Middle 
East? In fact, the region is home to nearly two-thirds of all those who practice 
Islam, and three Southeast Asian countries have majority Muslim populations.

Mike and Kathy Shipman, International Mission Board (IMB) missionaries, have 
engaged and discipled Muslims in Southeast Asia for more than 20 years. Generally, 
Mike says, many who practice the religion often live in fear of God’s judgment, so 
they perform rituals in an attempt to be received by Him and one day be allowed 
to enter heaven. In a culture that is at odds with the grace-filled message of 
eternal hope in Christ, Mike looks to Jesus’ example with the Samaritan woman 
to share the gospel with others in a relational way. Over the past few decades, 
thousands of churches have been formed and multiplied because when people 
come to faith, the first thing they are taught is to start churches in their homes. 

Your church’s giving to the Cooperative Program enables the IMB to send and 
support missionaries like the Shipmans to share Christ across the globe. Pray that 
the Muslim-background churches in Southeast Asia will continue to multiply and 
grow deep in God’s Word. Please also lift up Mike and Kathy while they are on 
temporary assignment in the United States, and that they will have opportunities 
for training believers and churches to reach internationals in the U.S. Pray especially 
for endurance and healing for Kathy as she receives treatment for cancer.
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