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FA I T H TA L K : D A I LY D O S E
Meditating on Scripture - Joshua 1:8
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•
•
•

Give your kids 30 seconds to look at a picture.
Take the picture away and ask them questions about the details of the picture.
Give the picture back and allow them a minute to look again.
Ask some of the same questions and some new ones.
Ask them why they had more success answering the questions the second time around.

2. DEVOTION
Success looks different to everyone. To one person it is doing well on a test; to another it is getting a big hit in
the baseball game; to someone else it is having a bunch of friends. God tells us His definition of success is totally
different.
In this verse, God tells Joshua that living a life of success comes from meditating (focusing and thinking) on God’s
Word and doing what it says. We are able to meditate on God’s Word by reading the Bible, praying over it, and
thinking about how we can live it out in our day-to-day lives. The more we do that, the more we will live for God
and truly be successful.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What is God’s Word? Did you know that God’s Word is true and we can trust it?
Older Children 			
Why is it important to read God’s Word every day?
Students
What are some things that take your mind off of meditating on God’s Word? Think of ways to stay better focused.

4. PRAYER
Father, thank You for giving us Your Word, the Bible, to help us live successful lives for You. Amen.
Author: Justin Carmona, Salem Baptist Church, Apex, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : F I G H T S T R O N G
Putting on God’s Armor - Ephesians 6:11
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•

Gather the following pieces of armor: belt, breastplate (shirt), shoes, shield (anything to block with), helmet
(hat), sword (Bible).
Young children: Have their armor out for them as they get dressed for the day.
Older children/students: Have the following items on as they get dressed, but encourage them to grab the
ones they may not have.

2. DEVOTION
Paul warns us of Satan’s warfare and says we must put on the full armor of God. Satan tries to get to us in many
ways: failure, anger, lies, etc. If one doesn’t work, he will try another. Therefore, we must put on full armor because
if we are missing a piece or weak in an area, that is where he will attack.
As you start your day, strap on your belt and be truthful. Put on your breastplate or shirt and live a life of integrity.
Lace up your shoes and be ready to take the good news of Jesus to your friends. Have a shield to block all the
things the devil throws at you. Don’t forget your helmet of salvation — God is always with us. Lastly, your sword,
the Bible, reminds the devil of his future.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
The Bible tells us to put on God’s armor. What does armor do?
Older Children 			
How many pieces of armor should we put on? Do we get to pick and choose which pieces we put on?
Students
What piece of armor do you need to work on most today? Is there a piece you have forgotten or let your guard down?

4. PRAYER
Father, we ask that You protect us from the enemy who tries to attack us. Thank You for giving us the full armor we
need to defend him. Amen.
Author: Ashley Honeycutt, First Baptist Church, Garner, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : N E W E V E R Y M O R N I N G
Have Fresh Hope Daily - Lamentations 3:22-24
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Before you begin, gather the items listed below or select items that pertain to your family’s morning routine.
• Bag large enough to hold the listed items
• New and old tubes of toothpaste
• Clean washcloth and a torn/dirty washcloth
• New bar of soap and a used bar
• New(er) piece of clothing and a well-worn piece of clothing

2. DEVOTION
New is not always better. However, when we read this passage of Scripture, God promises us a fresh start each
day. A new day to be kind to others, share His love, and another chance to learn and grow as a child of God.
Begin each day with a prayer of thanksgiving, asking God to guide you through this new day. God is faithful to be
with us no matter what the day may bring — whether it be a big test, a disagreement with a friend, or something
as simple as the overwhelming task of cleaning your room. The love of our Lord never ceases: His mercies never
come to an end. They’re new every day.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Place all items in the bag. Without looking, pull out one item at a time, matching them. Describe the differences
between the matching items. How does God help you each day?
Older Children 			
Place all items in the bag. Without looking, pull out one item at a time, matching them. Describe the differences
between the matching items. What promise has God given us for each new day?
Students
Arrange the items on a table. As a family, describe the differences. How does the condition of the worn items
reflect their own past? What promise has God given us for each new day? What can you do to honor God today?

4. PRAYER
Thank You, Lord, for each new day. You prove daily that Your love never wears out. You mercifully give us a fresh
start every morning. We praise Your holy name. Amen.
Author: Terra Thompson, Pole Creek Baptist Church, Candler, N.C.

| S I T AT HOME

| GO DOWN
THE ROAD

| L IE DOWN

| GET UP

FA I T H TA L K : P O W E R O F T H E T O N G U E
Watch What You Say - James 3:9-10
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Choose one of the activities below for today’s devotion:
• Grab some couch cushions/stuffed animals to tame like a zoo.
• Go to a zoo and see an animal show.
• Use a remote control car, boat or something that can be controlled.
• Go boating, sailing or canoeing to compare a ship’s rudder to the tongue.

2. DEVOTION
Do you always say good things, or do you sometimes say words that hurt other people?
Can we control what we say? In some cases, we blurt out the first thing that comes to mind. While many of us
think our heart is in the right place, we sometimes fail to think through what we should say.
We need to remember God’s first and second greatest commandments: Love God and love our neighbors. Our
speech is a direct reflection of our love for God. And, if all men are made by God in His image, mankind must
be valued by the Creator. The value the Creator has for His creation should be the same value we have for our
neighbor.
What do our neighbors think of our God when our speech does not align with the loving One we serve?

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Should we talk to others in a loving or mean way? What are some loving words we can use?
Older Children 			
What are some words you can say to encourage others? In what ways can our words honor Christ?
Students
When your peers start criticizing you and putting you down, how should you respond to them?

4. PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I pray that Your Spirit will help me display grace to those who have hurt me, just as Christ gave me
grace for my sin on the cross. Amen.
Author: Mike and Madesta Parry, North Wake Church, Wake Forest, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : P R AY E R F U L M O R N I N G S
Start Your Day with Prayer - Mark 1:35
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Grab a pen and paper.

2. DEVOTION
Each day, we get up and get ready for the day. We make sure to dress in appropriate clothing. We fix our hair,
brush our teeth and fill our bellies. Then, we go out the door, feeling assured that we are prepared for whatever
the day may bring.
But, are we really ready for the day? If you evaluate your typical morning routine, does it include a moment to
prepare your heart? Jesus provides a perfect example of how we are to ready our hearts and intentionally take
time to do so before busyness takes over. He shows us that we can prepare our hearts for the day and work
heartily unto the Lord by stopping to pray!

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Discuss what you do to get ready each day (example: brush teeth). Place your hand over your heart, explaining we
pray to prepare our hearts each day.
Older Children 			
Make a list of everything you do each morning to get ready. Does anything you listed prepare your heart for the
day? Should any changes be made to add in prayer?
Students
Take a moment to evaluate your morning routine. Should you adjust your wake-up time or eliminate things from
your routine to make more time for prayer? Write down the adjustments you need to make. Place this note where
you can see it for personal accountability.

4. PRAYER
Dear God, thank You for the example Jesus set to start our day talking to You. Help us to be faithful in seeking You
first thing in the morning. Amen.
Author: Tiffany Capps, Lakeview Baptist Church, Hickory, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : R I S E & S H I N E
Focusing on God - Deuteronomy 6:4-5
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
None.

2. DEVOTION
Love is a word we use a lot. We love our families, our dogs, food and much more. Love describes our affections
and feelings about the people and things that are special to us. However, when it comes to God, loving Him should
have a different meaning.
In Deuteronomy 6:5, the Bible says we are to love God with all our heart, soul and strength. We should hold
nothing back because God never holds back His love. He proved His love for us through Jesus’ life, death, burial and
resurrection. When we put our faith and trust in Christ, God adopts us into His family and calls us His children.
When we begin to understand God’s great love for us, loving Him in return will be easy. We will want to love God
by reading and obeying His Word. Our love for God will pour out in our actions and attitudes toward others. As we
begin to see the depth and power of God’s great love, we will want others to see it, too.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Cut a heart out of construction paper and use crayons to draw or color one thing you love. How should you love
God with all your heart, soul and strength?
Older Children 			
Read John 14:15 together. What are ways we can love God by the way we live?
Students
Read John 14:15 and verse 21 together. How have you shown your love for Christ in the way you have lived today?

4. PRAYER
Lord, thank You for loving us so much that You sent Jesus to give us life now and for eternity. Help us discover ways
we can love You more. Amen.
Author: Mark Smith, Baptist State Convention of North Carolina, Cary, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : G O O D S A M A R I TA N
The Importance of Helping Others - Luke 10:25-37
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•

Plan to play the game “I Spy” while driving or walking with your family.
Consider this transition to the devotion: “As we look around, we may see people God wants us to help.”

2. DEVOTION
In the story of the Good Samaritan, each of the three traveling men saw the wounded man. Only the third man
responded with compassion. He went to him, bandaged his wounds, poured medicine on him, took him to a nearby
home to recover, and returned to pay his bills. This took much time and money!
God wants us to love others like this — pouring our time, things and money into those He opens our eyes to see.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What does it feel like to hurt? What do hurt people need? How can you love your friends when they are hurting?
Older Children 			
Why do you think the religious leaders ignored the dying man? What does it mean to be self-centered? When and
how does busyness become sinful? Who can we help?
Students
What do you think was the law expert’s motive for asking his first question? Why did he ask, “Who is my neighbor?”
What does mercy mean?

4. PRAYER
Lord, please forgive us for being self-centered about our own earthly safety and heavenly security. Help us see
those in need. Help us help them. Amen.
Author: Karen Holcomb, Buncombe Baptist Resource Center (Missions Mobilization Coordinator), Asheville, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : I S P Y
Look at What God Has Made - Genesis 1
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•
•

Go outdoors — either in a car or on a walk.
Prepare an index card with the first six days of creation listed. Beside each number, tell what God created that
day with coordinating colors.
After the devotion, discuss the index card and play “I Spy,” finding things God created and naming which day.
Keep this card in the car. Whenever you’re on the go, look outside for what God created each day.

2. DEVOTION
In the beginning, God created the heavens and earth. He made all the details of a beautiful world to display His goodness
and glory. Sometimes we take those things for granted, especially people. God took plain old dirt and made man in His
image—with a mind, creativity and emotions. He made us, and we are His. We were made for a relationship with Him.
No other creature is like that. God made man to rule over the things of the earth. This means we need to take care
of those things, but it also means we are unique.
God knows how many hairs are on your head. No one else has your fingerprint. He knows more about you than
you know about yourself. He made you. He loves you. Isn’t that awesome?

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What shines in the sky outside during the day? What shines in the sky outside during the night? Who made the sun
and moon? Did God make you?
Older Children 			
Why did God want to create all these things? How did God create light? Can you think of anything God cannot do?
Students
In what way is man created to be like God? What did God do for man that He didn’t do for animals? How has God
made you new?

4. PRAYER
God, thank You for making this beautiful world. Help us see Your goodness and glory every day. Forgive our sins
and wash us clean so we can be in relationship with You. Amen.
Author: Karen Shae, Front Street Baptist Church, Statesville, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : PA C K YO U R B A G
God Provides Everything We Need - John 14:6
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Older children and students: Grab a Bible, map, dirt, a seed and a small pot.

2. DEVOTION
Jesus talked about going away and preparing a place. He told the disciples they knew how to get there. But
Thomas was confused. So, Jesus said it plainly: “I am the way and the truth and the life.”
When Jesus says “the way,” He is talking about how we act and work in life. Jesus is not just the destination, He is
the journey. He is the way we live — that is the first step in our walk with Him.
He is the way because He is the truth. He is the truth in human form, the teacher of truth. Jesus is the truth of God.
As we understand and learn the truth, He gives us life—both physically and spiritually. He is the way because the
life of God is embodied in Him. He will provide all we need physically, but He also gives us abundant life through
His peace, hope, joy, forgiveness, thankfulness and love.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
When Jesus said, “I am the way,” what did He mean? The way to what?
Older Children 			
Using GPS, find a grocery store and write out a plan to get there. Can the Bible guide us? If so, how does the Bible
guide us?
Students
Look up instructions on how to plant and grow a flower in a pot. How is the process of planting and nurturing a
plant similar to how Jesus gives us new life and grows us in that life? Now plant a flower in a pot and nurture it as a
reminder of this spiritual truth.

4. PRAYER
Father, please help us to live our lives in Jesus. May we follow His way and learn His truths so we can live the life
that He offers — one with peace, joy and a future. Amen.
Author: Phil Goble Jr., Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, Hayesville, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : S H A L O M
Do Not Be Anxious - Phillipians 4:6-7
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•
•

Gather everyone together.
Have each person find two small sticks.
Demonstrate how united sticks are strong and divided sticks are easily broken.
Discuss how these sticks can represent family and faith.

2. DEVOTION
When troubles knock on our door, we often feel a sense of anxiety and fear. The challenge is how we manage our
hearts and minds in this time.
Our anxiety and fear can serve as symptoms of a faith deficiency. Our heart can be divided like grains of sand. The
Hebrew word for “peace” is shalom, which is also connected to the Hebrew word shalem, which means “whole.”
When our faith is whole, we find “shalom that surpasses all understandings…”
Jesus taught about two homes, one built on rock and the other on sand. The grains of sand were always shifting at
every whim of nature. The house built on the rock (solid, whole and one) faced floods, rains, and winds and remained
standing. The house, family or person who builds their trust on the shalem rock can face any trial with great shalom.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Have you ever been afraid of the dark? Does being alone make you afraid? If someone was with you, would you feel
more at peace?
Older Children 			
Try and break the stick bundle. If your faith was like these sticks, what would cause them to not be strong and break?
Students
Combine your sticks and try to break the bundle. Pass a stick back to everyone and now attempt to break them.
How do these sticks represent your faith in God?

4. PRAYER
Lord, teach me to pray and give thanks to You in everything, with everything. Help my heart and mind lay all
anxieties before You in exchange for Your perfect peace. Amen.
Author: Roman Wood, Shaarei Shalom, Durham, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : S I N G O U T
Praising God Through Song - Psalm 105:2
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•

Grab a Bible.
Head to the family room or dinner table.

2. DEVOTION
What do birthdays, homework assignments and saying “thank you” have in common? That’s right—they’re all
occasionally forgotten! All of us are prone to forget things. It’s sort of a paradox, but the ability to forget can be a
gift from God.
Imagine living with the memory of every bad feeling and event in your life. The pain would be paralyzing. As they
say, time heals wounds. However, with the ability to forget comes the danger of forgetting the good, and even the
miraculous! To prevent this, the people of God have been putting the works of God to poetic song throughout history
because music is capable of connecting the head to the heart. When we put thoughts and truths to rhythm and rhyme,
they become more deeply embedded into our being. So, go ahead and sing out — God loves to hear your praises!

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What’s your favorite song to sing at church? Practice singing this song at home, too.
Older Children 			
Why is it easier to remember words of your favorite song than words of the Bible? Could you make a Bible verse
into a catchy tune?
Students
The Amazing Grace Chorus Program in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, helps local Alzheimer’s patients find their voice
through song. This organization is using music to combat the symptoms of Alzheimer’s. How might you use music
to combat symptoms of sin, like temptation and shame?

4. PRAYER
Father, thank You for the gift of music, and the ability to enjoy and create it. Show us how to use music to remind us
of Your Word and hide it in our hearts. Amen.
Author: Blake McFarland, First Baptist Church, Blowing Rock, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : W I N D I N G R O A D S
God Leads the Way - Psalm 119:105
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•
•

Find a wooded local trail near your house.
Head out for a nature walk at night. Make sure to have a flashlight for every family member.
Throughout the walk, remark about how dark it is and how easy it would be to trip if you didn’t have your light.
Once you’re done with the walk, make s’mores and have your devotional time.

2. DEVOTION
If it hasn’t already happened to you, it will. You’re going to wake up in the middle of the night to use the restroom
or get a drink of water — and while you’re on your way, you’re going to stub your toe. Ouch! Why does this
happen? It happens because we rely on our memory or eyesight to get around.
It’s like that with our spiritual lives as well. When we rely on our own thoughts and ideas, we’re bound to get
hurt. We need God’s Word to show us both the direction we need to go and the hazards that might be in our way.
Instead of trying to get around in this spiritually dark world without any help, turn on the light of God’s Word.
Reading it and storing it in our heart will help us avoid many dangers, while making sure we’re going the right way.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What was your favorite thing you saw on our trip? Could you see better when the flashlight was on or off?
Older Children 			
What are some ways we can make sure we are turning on the light of God’s Word in our lives?
Students
Did your flashlight light up the entire trail or only a part? If God’s Word is described as a lamp for our feet —
something like your flashlight — what do you think that implies about the need for the light of God’s Word in your life?

4. PRAYER
Father, thank You for Your Word that lights our path so we can avoid many dangers and see the next steps in
following You. Amen.
Author: Jamie Burkett, Gate City Baptist Church, Greensboro, N.C.
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DEUTERONOMY 6:7
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
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FA I T H TA L K : B O O K O F T R E A S U R E S
Biblical Value - Psalm 119:162
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
None

2. DEVOTION
Did you know the Bible is like a treasure chest? No, you won’t find gold coins or precious jewels inside. Instead,
you’ll find God’s Word along with His promises, truth and wisdom. While it’s tempting for us to focus on earthly
treasure, this is far greater because it never runs out and lasts forever. As you read through God’s Word, be
glad you found this treasure and store it up in your heart. Here are three reasons the Bible is more valuable than
anything on earth:
1.
2.
3.

God’s Word saves, giving wisdom for salvation through faith in Jesus (2 Timothy 3:15).
God’s Word is sure. All Scripture is from God and profitable (2 Timothy 3:16).
God’s Word is superior, more desirable than pure gold (Psalm 19:10).

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What’s your favorite story in the Bible? What is something special about God from this story?
Older Children 			
Imagine you’re going on a treasure hunt. What types of things would you take with you and why? If God’s Word is a
treasure, what can you do to prepare for the hunt?
Students
Why do we often focus on the treasures of this earth? What can you do to help focus your attention on God’s Word?

4. PRAYER
Lord, thank You for the Bible. You have given us a special treasure to show us how to live. Amen.
Author: Joshua Johnston, Fairview Baptist Church, Apex, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : C L E A N H E A R T S
Purifying Your Heart - Psalm 51:10
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Choose an activity to do for your family:
• Wash and vacuum a car.
• Wash and dry the dishes.
• Clean the grill.

2. DEVOTION
When you do something wrong, you know it. Your heart hurts and is no longer clean because you disobeyed God.
In Psalm 51, David’s heart hurt and was no longer clean because he committed adultery with Bathsheba. Verse 14
mentions the word “bloodguilt,” which could be the penalty for adultery and/or having Bathsheba’s husband murdered.
Regardless, David’s desire was for a clean heart full of wisdom. To have this, David knew he needed to have right
standing with God. So, David asked God to remove his sin.
David’s request was not only because he knew he had committed wrong, but because he wanted to be close with
God. The result of David’s request was that of being with God—joy and happiness. In “The Pursuit of God,” A.W.
Tozer wrote, “Nothing will or can restore order till our hearts make the great decision: God shall be exalted above.”

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Why do you take baths? How do you feel after taking a bath? How is this like Jesus washing away your sins?
Older Children 			
Who makes us clean from our sin? How does God make you clean?
Students
Do you desire to have a relationship with God? How determined are you to exalt God over all? Are you willing to
accept God for who He is? Where does your true happiness lie?

4. PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I long for right communion with You. Let me place Your Word upon a pedestal, and help me tear
down all that prevents me from the joy of having You. Amen.
Author: Mike and Madestra Parry, North Wake Church, Wake Forest, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : N O W O R R I E S
Jesus Didn’t Worry - Mark 4:35-41
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
None.

2. DEVOTION
Can you imagine being on that boat?
Place yourself in the disciples’ shoes — terrified, afraid for your life, but with an instinct to go to Jesus. Think about
how you might have gone from absolute fear to amazement if you saw Jesus cause a terrible storm to disappear in
an instant. What an incredible sight that must’ve been!
However, the actual storm was much less important than the One who made it go away. Jesus did this so the
disciples would recognize His power and be reminded He is God. That is the point for us, too. The story was
not meant to make us look to the storms, things that scare or worry us, but remind us we do not have to worry
because Jesus is in control.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
When you get scared or worried, who do you run to? How can you run to God when you are scared?
Older Children 			
Think about some of the things that frequently worry you. How do you feel knowing that Jesus has authority over
any of those things? What do we learn from the disciples going immediately to Jesus?
Students
How did the storm teach the disciples that Jesus is God? When is the last time you were left in amazement after
seeing the power and work of Jesus in someone’s life?

4. PRAYER
Jesus, we are thankful to know You are always in control. Thank You for being there for us whenever we are afraid.
Give us peace as we trust You. Amen.
Author: Adam Moore, Peninsula Baptist Church, Mooresville, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : H O W T O P R AY
Talk to God Daily - Luke 11:1-4
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•
•

Find a quiet place that you can designate as a prayer room or area in your house to have the Faith Talk.
Young children: Be ready to play the “Lord’s Prayer” song.
Older children: Grab these props — a cross, bread, two figurines (Lego or doll) to represent a child and friend, and a shield.
Students: Get a journal.

2. DEVOTION
God has given us the wonderful privilege of communication with Him through prayer. In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus
gives us a beautiful example of how to pray that can serve as a pattern for our own prayers.
First, always acknowledge the holiness of God. Then, pray for His rule and reign in our lives and that we would
seek His will rather than our own.
Next, pray for “our daily bread.” This isn’t just about food, but is about our needs in life. Tell God what your needs
are (even though He already knows), and thank Him for meeting them.
Ask the Lord to forgive us when we sin and help us forgive others, just like He forgives us. Finally, ask Him to help
us live a holy life by resisting temptations to sin.
Remember, we don’t have to use big, fancy words when we pray. He is ready to listen.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Why do we bow our heads and close our eyes when we pray? Listen, learn and sing the “Lord’s Prayer” song together.
Older Children 			
Read the Scripture and hold up props to represent how Jesus prays. Then, say the Lord’s Prayer aloud while using
the props to help visualize God’s Word.
Students
Write out a prayer in your journal. Challenge yourself to make this a daily routine.

4. PRAYER
Jesus, teach me how to pray each day consistently. Teach me to rely on You in everything. Allow me to focus on You
more than ever before. Amen.
Author: Ben Burklow, Enon Baptist Church, East Bend, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : S T O R Y T I M E T R U T H S
Learning Scripture - Psalm 119:11
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
None.

2. DEVOTION
The writer of this psalm tells us that he stores up God’s Word in his heart and mind so he will be careful to obey
God. When you have a test in school, you spend time studying the material. For example, if you have a history test,
you study your notes and fill your mind with the people, places and events that will be covered in that test. Then,
when the test comes, you are ready to perform well and do what is required of you.
In the same way, we need to read, study and fill our minds with God’s Word so we can be careful to obey God
when life’s tests come. Temptations lie to us and tell us to find happiness in sin. Hard times can discourage us.
We need to spend time reading and memorizing the Bible so that we will be able to make right choices when
temptations and trials come.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Why should we obey God?
Older Children 			
What is a sin you have committed? What truth from God’s Word can help you next time?
Students
What sins are you regularly tempted with? Try memorizing Ephesians 1:7 or Colossians 1:14.

4. PRAYER
God, thank You for giving us Your Word. Please help my family learn and remember the truth to stand against
temptation. Amen.
Author: John Scott Moore, Sandy Ridge Baptist Church, Hickory, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : T I M E F O R E V E R Y T H I N G
Use Your Time Wisely - Ecclesiastes 3
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•

Illustration: Common household plant or favorite family fruit/vegetable
Young children: Coloring sheets of plants and fruit
Older children: Coloring sheets for a clock

2. DEVOTION
Every second of our lives is set by God. He determines the beginning from the end. That means He wants us to use
our time wisely. Every moment is made for something. It is our job to determine what that something is by seeking
God’s guidance and wisdom. For example, Solomon tells us there is a time for everything. He mentions a bunch of
things to show God sets the times and days of our lives and everything in them.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Give each child a plant/fruit coloring sheet.
What happens if we don’t feed and water the plant/fruit? When we misuse the time God gives us, are we like the
plant/fruit?
Older Children 			
Color the clock worksheet and fill in the hour and minute hand for two things you do at the same time each day. Are
you using the time God gives you wisely?
Students
Write out five things you do each day. Then, rate the level of personal importance and eternal value. Do we use the
time God gives us wisely with these things? Why or why not? What could you do instead that would hold greater
eternal value?

4. PRAYER
God, thank You for life. Please help us think about how we spend the time You give us, and know there is a time for
everything. Amen.
Author: Joshua Hernandez, Midway Baptist Church, West Jefferson, N.C.
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DEUTERONOMY 6:7
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
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FA I T H TA L K : T R A S H R E M O VA L
God Takes Away Our Sins - Psalm 103:12
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Help your parents or grandparents take out the trash.

2. DEVOTION
Have you ever been around garbage that has been sitting in a trash can outside, or walked by a dumpster and the
smell was so bad you had to cover your nose?
Just like that garbage stinks to us, our sins stink to God. But no matter how bad or stinky our sin, God takes our sin
away forever when we ask for His forgiveness. The Bible says He removes them as far as the east is from the west.
Going east you will never meet the west, and going west you will never meet the east. This means these sins are
never to be seen again, just like the trash that’s taken away by a garbage collector. When God forgives our sins, He
removes them and never remembers them or holds them against us. All we have to do is ask for His forgiveness.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
How does the stinky trash remind you of your sin, and how can you get rid of it?
Older Children 			
How is taking out the trash like God taking away our sins? How is it different?
Students
Why does God say our sins are removed as far as the east is from the west—and not as far as the north is from
the south? Does it make a difference? Why or why not? (Note to parents: The phrase “as far as the east is from
the west” is intended to communicate complete and total forgiveness using the idea of infinite space. East/west
is different from north/south because you can only travel north so far before being forced to travel south at the
North Pole. However, east and west never meet.)

4. PRAYER
Dear Jesus, thank You for making a way to take away our sins and removing the stink from our lives by dying on the
cross for us. Amen.
Author: Tim Atkinson, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Oxford, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : G R E AT E X P E C TAT I O N S
The Importance of Obedience - Ephesians 6:1-3
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•

Parent: Have your driver’s license, high school diploma/college degree or something earned as a “reward” for
hard work.
Talk about how obeying the process or honoring the requests of others enabled you to obtain one or all of
these items.

2. DEVOTION
In Ephesians 6, Paul writes part of his letter directly to children and gives three important truths:
1.
2.
3.

God tells, or commands, children to obey their parents.
God expects children to obey their parents.
God expects children to honor (to value, revere) their parents.

Do you see how these truths are connected together? If we honor our parents as we are commanded to do, we will
obey them in the Lord. Like the Israelites, obeying God’s commands will make life eternally better for us than if we
reject God’s commands.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What does it mean to obey your parents? If you’re asked to clean up your toys, what should you do?
Older Children 			
Reread Ephesians 6:1-3, emphasizing verses one and two. What are some ways you can honor your parents?
Students
What does it mean to obey your parents in the Lord? Is it ever okay to disobey an authority figure? If so, why?

4. PRAYER
Father, I pray we would honor You by obeying Your commands. Forgive us when we don’t do what You command. Amen.
Author: Eric Simmons, Summerfield First Baptist Church, Summerfield, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : G R E AT I N G O D ’ S E Y E S
Serving Others - Mark 10:35-45
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Do the following activity:
• Say, “I am going to give a special treat to the one who is first and greatest.”
• Have your children line up with the most eager at the front.
• Send the child at the front of the line to the back.
• Give the treat to the child you moved from the front of the line to the back.
• Say, “Why would I give the treat to the person at the back of the line? Let’s turn to the Bible to find out.”
• Read Mark 10:35-45 (summarize for smaller children).
• Give a treat to the remaining children/family members.

2. DEVOTION
In this story, two of Jesus’ disciples, James and John, come to Him and say they want a special place in God’s
kingdom. They want to be first. They want to be great. If we’re honest, we’re a lot like James and John because we
often want to be first and thought of as great.
But in this passage, Jesus tells us that being great isn’t about being first or having some special position. Jesus taught
that being great in God’s eyes is about looking for ways you can serve other people instead of putting yourself first.
Jesus said whoever wants to be first or great must actually become a servant. And Jesus lived this out in His own
life. Even He said He did not come to be served, but He came to serve others. Think of all the people Jesus served
and helped during His life. Most importantly, Jesus served us all by dying on the cross for our sins.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
What are some ways that you can help (serve) other people?
Older Children 			
Why is it important to serve more than be served?
Students
Why is it important to serve more than be served? What are ways that you can do this today?

4. PRAYER
Thank You, God, that we have each been fearfully and wonderfully made by Your hands. Help us to use the unique
qualities that you have given us to glorify You. Amen.
Author: Joshua Hernandez, Midway Baptist Church, West Jefferson, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : H I G H S E A S
Failing to Forgive - Jonah 3:10-4:3
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•
•
•

Before dinner, place a special treat (candy bar, slice of cake) at each person’s place.
As the devotion starts, instruct the youngest child to steal the treat of the oldest child.
Ask the oldest child how this makes them feel about their sibling. Are they angry or forgiving?
Say, “Let’s look at the last chapter of Jonah to see who God wants to share His forgiveness with.”

2. DEVOTION
Who knows the story of Jonah being eaten by a large fish because he disobeyed God? God forced the fish to spit
Jonah out on land. Then, Jonah obeyed and went to Nineveh to call people to repent and turn to God.
God gave Jonah and Nineveh a second chance. Do you like to get second chances? We all do!
We are grateful God is kind, forgiving and loving, but do we want God to forgive other people? What if their
offense was actually against us? Even though God gave Jonah a second chance, Jonah got mad when Nineveh
turned to God and received forgiveness. Jonah was angry that God showed the Ninevites the same grace He
extended Jonah. Jonah wanted God’s grace and forgiveness for himself, but he didn’t want the same for Nineveh.
Jonah finally obeyed God with his actions, but he did not show God’s love and forgiveness in his heart.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Can you remember the last time someone did something mean to you? Does God want you to forgive them or stay
angry with them?
Older Children 			
Is it easier for you to accept God’s forgiveness for yourself or to extend His forgiveness to others?
Students
Sometimes the toughest place to extend grace and forgiveness is inside our own homes. Is that a challenge for you?
How can you be more effective in extending God’s grace to your family members?

4. PRAYER
God, thank You for second chances and forgiving us through Jesus. Help our family forgive others so we can show
Your love to families who do not know You. Amen.
Author: Lisa Mauney, Peninsula Baptist Church, Mooresville, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : S P E C I A L D E L I V E R Y
God Gave Us the Bible - 2 Peter 1:18-19
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
Find a room that gets dark when you turn the lights off, and have a flashlight handy.

2. DEVOTION
Peter compares the Bible to a light shining in a dark place and tells us to pay attention to it. In the dark, a flashlight
can be one of your most important tools. It shows you the way to go and also reveals things for what they really are.
The Bible is like a light in a dark place. Our world is darkened by sin and its lies, but the Bible shines the light of
truth. It shows us the way to go in life and helps us make good decisions. The Bible also reveals the truth about
people and ideas. Many people today are confused about what is right and wrong, about what should be tolerated
and what should be rejected. The Bible helps us by illuminating the truth to us, clearly showing us right and wrong.
Let’s look to the Bible to guide us. It will always lead us on the right path.

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Turn the lights off and the flashlight on. How is the Bible like this flashlight?
Older Children 			
Turn the lights off. Tell your child to take something from your hand and sit back down. Then tell them to do it again
with the help of the flashlight.
Students
Turn the lights off. Secretly pick someone to make a silly face in the dark. Guess which person is “it.” Then take the
flashlight and play again.

4. PRAYER
God, thank You for giving us the Bible, a light unto our feet. Help us to pay attention to it and to follow its
directions. Amen.
Author: John Scott Moore, Sandy Ridge Baptist Church, Hickory, N.C.
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FA I T H TA L K : S P E C I A L LY M A D E
God Made Us Unique - Psalm 139:14
1. ADVANCE PREPARATION
•
•

Paper
Crayons (or something to draw with)

2. DEVOTION
In the beginning, God created all things. At the end of each day, God looked at all He made and declared that it was good!
A beautiful sunset alone will cause you to stop and admire God’s artistry. But, this is just a small part of all the
wonderful things that God desired to create. We can easily look around and see the beauty and uniqueness of all
that God has made.
As we make these observations of God’s creation, it is important that we apply that same mindset to one another.
We, too, are a part of God’s splendid creation. Every person you see — yourself included — has been wonderfully
made by God. Not one person in this world is exactly alike. There will never be another you, and that is the way
God intended it to be. You have been wonderfully made and God desires for you to be a part of His glorious plan!

3. QUESTIONS
Young Children
Draw a picture of your family. Talk about all the ways each member has been wonderfully made by God.
Older Children 			
Talk about the ways each person in your home has been wonderfully and uniquely made by God. How do these
differences benefit your family? Encourage one another and build each other up.
Students
Talk about the ways each person in your home has been wonderfully and uniquely made by God. How do these
differences benefit your family? How do these differences translate into unique spiritual gifts? Identify how these
unique qualities benefit the church and help in sharing the message of Jesus Christ.

4. PRAYER
Lord, thank You for making me unique. May I always remember who You have created me to be, and use my gifts
and talents for You. Amen.
Author: Tiffany Capps, Lakeview Baptist Church, Hickory, N.C.

