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1.	 STUDY BIBLE   
In comparison to a standard Bible, a study Bible includes notes, brief background 
information, introductions and limited commentary, along with cross-references. 
Before purchasing a study Bible, it’s important to know that many are written with 
a particular theological perspective or audience in mind—such as women, men, 
students or specific denominations. 
 
Recommendations: 
ESV Study Bible 
The Zondervan NIV Study Bible 

2.	 BIBLE HANDBOOK   
A Bible handbook is a great starting point for exploring the historical and cultural 
context of a biblical book. It typically provides an introduction with a brief summary 
of main themes, authorship, recipients and date of writing. This is an ideal resource 
for those who want to go deeper in personal devotions or Bible study. 
 
Recommendations: 
The Bible Handbook - The Daily Grace Co.  
OR The Bible Handbook - Amazon 
Dockery, David S., ed. The Holman Bible Handbook. Nashville: Holman, 1992 
Gravely, Edward D., and Peter Link Jr. Bible 101: From Genesis and Psalms to the 
Gospels and Revelation, Your Guide to the Old and New Testaments. Adams Media, 
2023 

3.	 BIBLE DICTIONARY & ENCYCLOPEDIA   
These resources are helpful when studying a specific topic, name or place 
mentioned in a passage. Organized alphabetically, they offer a wide range of 
information. For example, if you’re reading 1 Samuel 4, you could look up “Ark of 
the Covenant” for further explanation and background. 
 
Recommendations: 
Butler, Trent, Chad Brand, Charles W Draper, and Archie England, eds. Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2003.  
Zondervan Dictionary of Biblical Imagery 

STUDY TOOLS & 
PRACTICE EXERCISES

https://www.amazon.com/ESV-Study-Bible-Bibles-Crossway/dp/1433502410/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=2C5Z8Q2I2CURU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tTxX8uXLwKwsHKjl9zk8px3CG17MafWQq-txWcmNUscy-qPA6LKMgyFZlo1Ev4kQo76k9scz0YBIYBnfRCFIjXuRa_ZXRTkdr0QJQNKqpZ5J_x1TJfKd4as3XckxD7Tf--VAOT6Ab4y2TrMdVFPDTRcvkV1AvHE1T75cv7-KWl7NYTYlFO0GtaTywdQak_iyE0MJIrUFr3OGPpL-DHJG1zZp1yhl7vPgXu56yuEIwH8-3cqLYykejMOiTQh_E_nOGUUmQAQR2NJmO1zOGbtE6B6iZs2xSS6RXVKAlQGDsWA.SjpLlMWYVe3QZT3v41AzkDBcth7eHKmQz-QV2klRXtU&dib_tag=se&keywords=esv+study+bible&qid=1749920577&sprefix=esv+study+bibl%2Caps%2C217&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Revised-Bonded-Leather-Letter-Comfort/dp/0310448972/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=15AY00TG6VB4U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.aupWifU5v7xGSrDfEhYPt7_sIpSos4PhtoL16UmKrQPetU-hz8ddUCGWysyK1Yc9ll6seFi26tZxpsJ2-cihRe2yWEy2nLJoJuq0NQaEewML8TeCcpbaSW3QQbjntTJFM6UBQf-REcpeqXV1eSxZ0rxALURNoUS4_jZCoE4UKzzHCmNMLGdsOrItHw4s7uqQuOdIN5vMU5tUO92BD8YmeEMDtHWAn_jV6FB3LhlZ4yWd27VAFXmDlC-GuGMSbuojUsYwalmOEgDR73glHzsw5iLO7ThmxZHHegsbkpv8i3E.PZZjt2kgGQ5OhPYxfOtJeWvEIrQE7Cnn8EmMT_EyOmU&dib_tag=se&keywords=zondervan+niv+study+bible&qid=1749920738&sprefix=zondervan+%2Caps%2C223&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://thedailygraceco.com/products/the-bible-handbook-1?_pos=2&_sid=e771735df&_ss=r
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Handbook-Book-Book-Entire/dp/B0DKGBMGLH/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3SI0JP2BTYO8U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5SNnHzrF5NW44M4Vo-yHV94r_N9ql2OvOzLygRRV8GSBIZeGBU58fgBOznhMpHw9ulBaVyJbUqEv5evCJt3ResdykRpc_R5lGsAl4OL6FNr4sLhVSVPIOO3r9Gdli3ReFSm28Lr126N1PLlCICCS2XyUW37jYvcYdIe5QZu9XJBq_oZbLcs9mdwjfTJzAUhBW2KWJNlsb4X3GFTdBUea2h2uh3HisneeEMBgjmmhEq4.yWtpWpWejpwtk2tgRe11xLkleGA8LPlLgvjbpxbyHkE&dib_tag=se&keywords=daily+grace+the+bible+handbook&qid=1754272752&sprefix=daily+grace+the+bible+handbook%2Caps%2C164&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Holman-Bible-Handbook-David-Dockery/dp/1558193324/ref=sr_1_2?crid=9Y186FNA2DYY&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.E8uBc0VQlMICJE5ejAQW9mx18acIwJbK5pTcKG5vmv7YvlO7nfoXk-mFKJ527FDBwOtncSlbYKZ9urv9KVapCIRUmq09pMSAwlDcQvoKRYB6bghpBz_M5Af3jBBqU_tdOg7l0TJCan2hW39Cgxvs94OhQqwjbm94VIAijOAKJK8RZw2fmw6GXxOiu2UbcJxxKSkV7DnvNtnbfsB8J6x2_RlR2PY8q1qmK8TVuvZnzp8._pXNGbsAmOOLLqKYx8qyPqKdC4Lu2GzfJa7Ap1hpNlY&dib_tag=se&keywords=holman+bible+handbook&qid=1749840343&sprefix=holman+bible+handbook%2Caps%2C149&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-101-Genesis-Revelation-Testaments/dp/1507219806/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XIRTZIN9J0OM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SCkxaYo4X9Dji48XpS8u_SJpzdIcS6P7tSvpx7qb2vPJY8lRVcHQiQouPjw3ItdAcSa2R8WV7jA6-yUVy5uy-YzC9WCpjRgolGI5NL0R4ESFc8igC56hzmazsdWfqUTr-Q02BjH5wDx0JF0DcqU4ne32Pej9WKQcy9HTPK8YRG6Fns6EjouPHQ2sq3EodSOmoTCHCtWAqOZp8RUrx7WW6p72ed1sk7Z1-qkpUUMgz1g.AR7LjCm_8DJnBXclKXU7Wh3LmAYcrmo32y0DViL7I3Y&dib_tag=se&keywords=Bible+101&qid=1751841544&sprefix=bible+10%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-101-Genesis-Revelation-Testaments/dp/1507219806/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XIRTZIN9J0OM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SCkxaYo4X9Dji48XpS8u_SJpzdIcS6P7tSvpx7qb2vPJY8lRVcHQiQouPjw3ItdAcSa2R8WV7jA6-yUVy5uy-YzC9WCpjRgolGI5NL0R4ESFc8igC56hzmazsdWfqUTr-Q02BjH5wDx0JF0DcqU4ne32Pej9WKQcy9HTPK8YRG6Fns6EjouPHQ2sq3EodSOmoTCHCtWAqOZp8RUrx7WW6p72ed1sk7Z1-qkpUUMgz1g.AR7LjCm_8DJnBXclKXU7Wh3LmAYcrmo32y0DViL7I3Y&dib_tag=se&keywords=Bible+101&qid=1751841544&sprefix=bible+10%2Caps%2C156&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Holman-Illustrated-Dictionary-Charles-Draper/dp/0805428364/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1IUWYHIMY8UID&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NxmtqUk9FrB7GrXOQuLoCzql52K9GVunwB52jhkhvauUWPkdmCaE1cDs_EzWn8OTS-A1hU0Z6hW5_yyvR64bBRTeVKBusIAuvIHkfPmOhXyD_Bt2AzXiY8Fcd9NsKs8i0Xt-ndMzuFISjB4mHg5KmNAx7v9fh-PoRiVITHCZNxinsLJo1hfMev97bPHaZWn-HBLflNSU1tZYXuMaaeQC9Y8lU81_uUDdj5Qg7fRl5q8.lG5Snl3nqdmC7us1KiecJIY4TlixaaHJFGhN6b_in4s&dib_tag=se&keywords=holman+illustrated+bible+dictionary&qid=1749840777&sprefix=holman+illust%2Caps%2C301&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Holman-Illustrated-Dictionary-Charles-Draper/dp/0805428364/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1IUWYHIMY8UID&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NxmtqUk9FrB7GrXOQuLoCzql52K9GVunwB52jhkhvauUWPkdmCaE1cDs_EzWn8OTS-A1hU0Z6hW5_yyvR64bBRTeVKBusIAuvIHkfPmOhXyD_Bt2AzXiY8Fcd9NsKs8i0Xt-ndMzuFISjB4mHg5KmNAx7v9fh-PoRiVITHCZNxinsLJo1hfMev97bPHaZWn-HBLflNSU1tZYXuMaaeQC9Y8lU81_uUDdj5Qg7fRl5q8.lG5Snl3nqdmC7us1KiecJIY4TlixaaHJFGhN6b_in4s&dib_tag=se&keywords=holman+illustrated+bible+dictionary&qid=1749840777&sprefix=holman+illust%2Caps%2C301&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Zondervan-Illustrated-Dictionary-Premier-Reference/dp/0310229839?dchild=1&keywords=lexham+Bible+Dictionary&qid=1632931125&sr=8-6&linkCode=sl1&tag=deeperchristi-20&linkId=5a190f441978c0bc324685f10375b057&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
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4.	 OLD TESTAMENT & NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION AND SURVEYS   
These resources provide overviews and background information for each biblical 
book. Introductions are typically more technical, focusing on scholarly discussion 
about authorship, date and historical context. Surveys, on the other hand, tend to 
emphasize the book’s content and themes. These are especially helpful for Bible 
teachers or anyone doing more in-depth study. 
 
Recommendations: 
Simpson, A.B. The Cradle, the Cross, and the Crown. New York: Christian Alliance 
Publishing Company, 1907 
Hill, Andrew E., and John H. Walton. A Survey of the Old Testament. 4th ed. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2024 

5.	 COMMENTARIES 
Commentaries are in-depth resources that present another person’s study of the 
Bible. They offer detailed insights into the historical-cultural context of a book, 
as well as introductory material such as author, recipients, setting and outlines. 
Because commentaries vary in depth, focus and quality, it’s wise to consult more 
than one to gain a well-rounded understanding. 
 
While many commentaries are part of larger multi-volume sets (which can 
be expensive), it’s often more beneficial to invest in a couple of well-regarded 
commentaries on a single book from different sources than to buy one full 
set. Two affordable, quality commentary series that cover the Old and New 
Testaments are listed below. 
 
Recommendations: 
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary - Abridged Edition: Two volume set 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Two volume set 

6.	 BIBLE ATLAS   
Often overlooked, a Bible atlas is a valuable tool for understanding the people, 
places and events of Scripture. Beyond just maps with geographical details, 
atlases include timelines, charts, photographs of key locations and visual aids to 
help you better grasp biblical narratives in their historical setting. 
 
Recommendations 
The Bible Maps Handbook - Daily Grace Co. 
OR The Bible Maps Handbook - Amazon 
Currid, John D., and David P. Barrett. Crossway ESV Bible Atlas. Wheaton, Illinois: 
Crossway, 2010 

https://www.amazon.com/Cradle-Cross-Crown-Introduction-Testament/dp/1433684004/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C4HYSC36C1WV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.2bHdhhhdwjTcVBjDkoymCwK3RkB4JC_thIgixjT9Y38-V6KiGGGXps99OJQYd473UjvMNiLsIt_43QMtZd2Jmp10cd1iZ_SgDkObvY1t8daVdgTwi7PWkv3rkK_Pj5kIBF6CQJCEvVU7sm9k9D0RRYPXkeHWzbS1zlwB4ytVRmQacyJgEcpJa9dE_YEUT8R43VABDVAuYOtqSJa0ZjEzzyITmtOZq1456rj2qmHox18.zieJzrXJTqNEldALvJ3BAz7Z5OJTahfKmqeQwTaQv5E&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+cradle+cross+and+the+crown&qid=1750016580&sprefix=the+cradle+cross+%2Caps%2C199&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Survey-Old-Testament-Fourth/dp/0310119561/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2SLEDI4TH3ZU5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.myXm7kulqCtrvDN3SjiPL3hJU4DqAZHaTRvEgKjbS6EdrpH8L42G4It1W90f6uhBQ-FVoiSYNJsmS-68gDtKhiVw9FlEVo7bNm2ZyN4enZUOFydSu-OTRRp_jsxZ5e-ZM-IgN6BKxbT2GrZ6TvEEsbny4pa7ghDOZlwlaSpDrUNxApcvIojZrw2KFcOWpDSn2ZhOXkoWbSQsmlwTdHHG_LEGjbT30topPsquQTa0o7A.QBLEQMscmlMptikZmYqTFXMOofwQwXoG4x2oTU-R-kw&dib_tag=se&keywords=a+survey+of+the+old+testament+by+john+walton&qid=1750017158&sprefix=a+survey+of+the+old+testament+by+john+walton%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Expositors-Bible-Commentary-Abridged-Two/dp/0310255198/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ESI12KR4W78X&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Jbsilq4sx8amyLQCLTdNVGc3JPxOmt6PrEzU0p02yPemoHJmuYXhEK6-Q6vonKUjNWB8stLn0_J2jOi8xSFEQHsqp9ote93IFhBrJpDgsZzVhGjSCPDIwyd9O9DVcwQX5djcskxw7j5cCV-WFihsdpxM8IbWPO6yohm6_vu5PhESjBJU3ENHcaBNOCAzr51HcxwR853pKWx0wnGv35sgPtsOUtm0DCoZvIWLmfZKcZ4.gsBQOpc2DALr3BVZIGpcgC-lqp9AP4Tp_js_NzpYKAs&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+expositors+bible+commentary&qid=1749920944&sprefix=the+expositors+bible+com%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-1#detailBullets_feature_div
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Knowledge-Commentary-Set/dp/089693800X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3RRQ59JQY4OFA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XfMqLCCK_kw_fuQOlGikYUzqBo05eoGwtRUh3ezzxoNLKkwxyubCFwfAp9vEuHlXi0HfG2EWyp_klG8jL2bdXug_-mlybDjWl5nHfOGGWSJCcFIaBgldPs8JcyvG8VZvs-kkXoWe9sFk7kxwA9S7oyYmvxtU-9Ts7NMG-zkvWAXZ3YZ7DwFEDfJbs063dmNsMFLlAkRkS4LpQulveiR4wMZHh3T85zcenXfYf6ZWG_k.UyaeLSyPGl2XPP_Tr2aTB7v6Z87FskJRoGMnvAXlNV4&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+bible+knowledge+commentary+set&qid=1749921304&sprefix=the+bible+knowledge+%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-1
https://thedailygraceco.com/products/the-bible-maps-handbook-update?_pos=1&_sid=ac9b5993f&_ss=r
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Maps-Handbook-Daily-Grace/dp/B0DD7X4WJD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LAULK8F1OFZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.dJa4QlqICt9-Uh7B2Wj2PMgawDMGt_8kgf8BPb-52Wtk7kpr2jH89W0lCera2ILowQQWEQ_fSbTcowyBH-65GPYoLmui2ITn4fCuunagojFh2tlPlCov8eA8pxONMtByHrAT-DU10mmrpYhZX_5s151UCNv62aShxbVF4W4UaotqotNTdAyOLUCgxgeu9JlnjF-V9c0u3xSBDj9_u2iBiCPLfunZA7LH9x30dIutgPI.mMDpq5uQoen0SwyNej-mAJTYIbh6ylrY1jkS9C0-VK4&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+bible+maps+handbook&qid=1750017600&sprefix=the+bible+maps+handbook%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Crossway-Bible-Atlas-John-Currid/dp/1433501929/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SHW5QKM2PJBL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.w2O9WqdrsCiElkkmN4tTOw2960omltCxH7PBp6v4UTzLlCQHyFVuaIAaiAPiAQBWSdjti4B76rOKWTLdvzT4G93aA2iCaw8sIWFbxNtM87-iPb1MA-1gaEsW7e2jtdwrrQDH7aWem6qzYu5beQEBV_vWzOFD34FW3cOdvxhpSbDnrskeTmzf3PS62KAIi0FxRrZNCM9wV0D2AC3mKHE7trFCGoN-2pwe0cEPlbczsTY.wJ9rGzo4xWm7PHR8T4zsJPgMW6SYsF19l8CSOogY_q4&dib_tag=se&keywords=ESV+bible+atlas&qid=1750017801&sprefix=esv+bible+atlas%2Caps%2C552&sr=8-1
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7.	 Concordance & Lexicons   
These tools are essential for word studies and understanding the grammar of a 
passage. An exhaustive concordance lists every occurrence of a word in Scripture and 
often includes a numbering system (like Strong’s numbers) that links to the original 
Greek or Hebrew. A lexicon is a dictionary of biblical Greek or Hebrew words, providing 
definitions and additional linguistic insights. 
 
Recommendations 
Vine, W. E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 2003. 
Mounce, William D., general editor. Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old 
and New Testament Words. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2006 
Biblehub.com - Online resource for Greek word studies. See Resource: “Interlinear 
Word Study Basics” for further directions.

Study Tool Exercises

1.	 Read Romans 13:1-7 
Using a Bible handbook and dictionary, identify the genre, author and date of writing. 
Then, list 10 historical-cultural observations relevant to that time period. How do 
these observations contribute to the overall context and meaning of the passage? 

2.	 Read Numbers 21:4-9 
Using a commentary, trace the word “serpent” or “snake” (depending on your 
translation) throughout the Bible. Consult one to three commentaries on this passage. 
What is the theological significance of this account, and to whom does it ultimately 
point? 

3.	 Read Revelation 2-3 
List the seven churches that receive the letter. Using a Bible atlas, locate each of the 
churches and trace the route a messenger likely followed to deliver the letter. Then, 
read Revelation 3:14-22 and, using a commentary or New Testament survey, compile a 
list of historical-cultural facts specifically related to Laodicea. 
 
(Duvall, J. Scott, and Hays, J. Daniel. Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-On Approach to 
Reading, Interpreting, and Applying the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing Co., 
2001. Print.) 

4.	 Read the letter of 1 Peter 
Using a handbook, commentary or New Testament introduction, list 25 historical-
cultural observations that shed light on the context of the letter.
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https://www.amazon.com/Vines-Expository-Dictionary-TestamentWords/dp/0785250530/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3785DUAB3MXXT&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ojiB8H29W8_L-o2o_ykez1YwO060JxbLhHHWqn5_3OYSBjNHBUYsnYKryTrzySMl6Op8w8SaGr965ms-CaBgb35GHplXiVQGvYlMW6-xlbv6zMEiyCL4cvaS2iWEuy505TrznP9kDarZcpJs5KquD3R44ljy50MRApF-hEMticuMLycyjnK_m7j-k4s_BTQIUPGpmjdNkCLfvOlkct8Hkm9OE0cZkc18Tt_ePhU75qA.ys0-yNXvax4S_C5VJt5rChXgqkVcLNelXyC6mgRF0o8&dib_tag=se&keywords=vines+expository+dictionary+of+old+and+new+testament+words&qid=1751310627&sprefix=vines+exposi%2Caps%2C161&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Mounces-Complete-Expository-Dictionary-Testament/dp/0310248787/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2R8YEW2JJJZV2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.toCWRYsy0iL1d21XQrMMPXix9uYZcYfZ4HR-mphWvPCf78sctChIZkVQJJl2R0HDbUcpnV2NEmst53Zvf2sc6TBcOXneiwKdwaAM2lHmTTJKRC8IUDSLzISBX5Y0t5_EcDGSNita4X8xzQh-G8bdFCWql2PzPzcxMc5NMqEKzqwiq1Cw3zJ7_EH3k4u0oLpw8XJHgigv7MYkfVTvQkd7emLOYirCM-dFjS0EHc1jnS4.CKRtmXLRJBpZ5v1v2o8R80J3nSoDtf2Kqm6pW9Fhl-E&dib_tag=se&keywords=mounces+lexicon&qid=1750017989&sprefix=mounces+lexicon%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Mounces-Complete-Expository-Dictionary-Testament/dp/0310248787/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2R8YEW2JJJZV2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.toCWRYsy0iL1d21XQrMMPXix9uYZcYfZ4HR-mphWvPCf78sctChIZkVQJJl2R0HDbUcpnV2NEmst53Zvf2sc6TBcOXneiwKdwaAM2lHmTTJKRC8IUDSLzISBX5Y0t5_EcDGSNita4X8xzQh-G8bdFCWql2PzPzcxMc5NMqEKzqwiq1Cw3zJ7_EH3k4u0oLpw8XJHgigv7MYkfVTvQkd7emLOYirCM-dFjS0EHc1jnS4.CKRtmXLRJBpZ5v1v2o8R80J3nSoDtf2Kqm6pW9Fhl-E&dib_tag=se&keywords=mounces+lexicon&qid=1750017989&sprefix=mounces+lexicon%2Caps%2C132&sr=8-2
http://biblehub.com
https://ncbaptist.org/wp-content/uploads/Howtostudy_Wordstudy.pdf
https://ncbaptist.org/wp-content/uploads/Howtostudy_Wordstudy.pdf

