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WEEK ONE



— 2 —

God’s Glory Among the Nations

1. INTRODUCTION
•  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, and He brings the light to the nations (John 8:12). 

•  The Bible reveals one grand story of God working for His glory throughout history. This grand story is a revelation 
of the mission of God.

Group Discussion
What is the difference between these two phrases? 
1. The biblical basis of mission.
2. The missional basis of the Bible.

2. THE MISSION OF GOD
•  There is an undeniable thread in Scripture that declares that God is passionate for His name to be known and 
proclaimed among all the nations.  

•  At its foundation, the mission of God is the glory of God among the nations.

Group Discussion
As individuals and as a church, what should be our motivation for participating in the mission of God?  

•  Worship is the ultimate goal of missions. Not only is it the goal, but worship is the fuel of missions.

Group Discussion
From what you have heard in this first session, what is the Lord saying to you? 

What are the changes in your life and in your church that God is leading you to make?

What are some steps to make the mission of God a greater priority in your own life and church? 
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WEEK 2

Genesis 1 | Abraham | Moses | Priestly Blessing

1. GENESIS 1
•  When God said to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, in that command is to fill the earth with 
worshippers of God who uphold and display His glory.

2. ABRAHAM
•  God has provided the resources and the plan to see the earth filled with what He created it to be filled with — 
worshippers who uphold and display His glory.

•  We are blessed to be a blessing so that the nations might know the glory of God.

Group Discussion
How does this promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3 apply to you and your church? 

Are there ways that we are disobeying God by hoarding our blessings, holding on to our blessings and 
using our blessings for something other than making God’s glory known among the nations?

3. MOSES
•  From God’s perspective, the great exodus is about His name being proclaimed and His glory being displayed 
among all the nations.

4. PRIESTLY BLESSING
•  The purpose of the priestly blessing is for the nations to know the glory of God!

Group Discussion and Prayer
Will you put your blessings on the altar? Will you release your life to be used for God’s glory among the 
nations? Will you release your children or grandchildren? Will you release your finances? 

Are you willing to say, “Lord, use what You have given me for Your glory among the nations”?

•  God wants His glory to be among the nations, and if I am not using the blessings that God has given me for His 
mission, then I am missing out on the reason that I am here to begin with.

Group Discussion
What is the Lord saying to you?  

Is there any “coconut pie” in your life or the life of your church that God is leading you to change, to begin to 
bring to Him what He really wants, which is a focus on bringing His glory to the nations?
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WEEK 3

David | Solomon | Isaiah | Jonah
Malachi | Jesus and the Scriptures

1. DAVID
•  It is through the lineage of David that One would come who would bring hope to the nations.

2. SOLOMON
•  Solomon’s prayer declares that the purpose of the temple is to display the glory of God for all the peoples of the 
earth.

3. ISAIAH
•  Jesus’ Messiahship is rooted in Isaiah’s proclamation for God’s glory among the nations.

Group Discussion
If Christ reveals Himself through God’s glory among the nations, then what would Jesus’ priority be for your 
church?   

What are some ways you and your church can engage in the mission of God in ministry to Muslim peoples?

4. JONAH
•  It was God, not Jonah, who wanted the rebellious Ninevites to uphold and display the glory of God.

5. MALACHI
•  In the last book of the Old Testament, we see again that God is passionate for His name to be known and 
proclaimed among the nations for His glory

Group Discussion
What has been helpful to you, and what has been challenging to you in this overview of the mission of God in 
the Old Testament? 

Who are the Ninevites to you and your church? What are some ways you can minister to them for the glory of 
God?
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6. JESUS AND THE SCRIPTURES
•  Jesus summarizes the whole message of the Old Testament and the message of His own ministry — that 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed among all the nations

Group Discussion and Prayer
Is the Father’s business the priority of your life, your family’s life and the life of your church?
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WEEK 4

Jesus and The Kingdom of God
Jesus and The Great Commandment

1. JESUS AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD
•  Jesus demonstrates in His first sermon that He came to redeem a people from every people group. Woe to us if 
we fail to see the love of God for all the nations.

•  The message of freedom and liberty and salvation is for all the nations.

Group Discussion
What do we learn about the mission of God from Jesus’ first sermon in Luke 4? 

Of all the illustrations in the Old Testament, why do you think Jesus selected these two? 

After reflecting on Jesus’ sermon, what is the application on your life and your church’s life? 

2. JESUS AND THE GREAT COMMANDMENT
•  Jesus is saying that everything in the Bible in some sense depends on these two commandments: the 
commandment to love God and the commandment to love our neighbor.

•  God desires that His people welcome and love the foreigners now living in our neighborhoods so that the glory 
of God might be made known among all the nations.

Group Discussion and Prayer
What do we learn about the mission of God when we see this Great Commandment given, to love God and 
love neighbor?

Describe how we can demonstrate love toward our foreign neighbors. 

How does Matthew 16:13-18 apply to you and your church?

Group Prayer Time
What if you were to send at least 10 percent of your membership on a mission trip this coming year? Pray 
that God might send at least a tithe of your church membership on a mission trip this year. Pray that we will 
live for the mission of God and His glory among the nations. Pray that God would bless us so that we might 
use what He gives us to glorify His name among the nations.
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WEEK 5

Jesus and His Joy | The Early Church | Paul | Revelation

1. JESUS AND HIS JOY
•  God is so passionate for His name to be known and proclaimed that He will skip you and your church, and He will 
appoint someone else.

Group Discussion
What did we learn about the mission of God in Luke chapters 9 and 10? 

When you see what brings Jesus joy, what is the application in your life and in your church? 

2. THE EARLY CHURCH
•  “Why should anyone hear the gospel twice before everyone has a chance to hear it once?” — Oswald J. Smith.

3. THE APOSTLE PAUL
•  The need of the hour is for God’s people to embrace the mission of God and go to the places that have little to 
no access to the gospel.

Group Discussion
What did you learn about the mission of God in this overview of the New Testament and the life and 
ministry of the apostle Paul?

When we see that Paul wanted to go where Christ had not yet been named, he wanted to go to the 
unreached places. What is the application in your life regarding those unreached places and peoples? What 
is the application for your church regarding those places and peoples?

4. REVELATION
•  Through the death of Jesus and His shed blood upon the cross, He purchased people from every tribe, every 
nation and every people upon the earth. How can we not go and claim what has been purchased?

Group Prayer Time
Ask God to enable you to embrace the mission of God, to be willing to go and display God’s glory among 
the nations, and, in particular, to go to the unreached places for the glory of God.
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WEEK 6

Jesus and The Great Commission

1. ALL AUTHORITY
• Jesus’ authority eliminates every possible reason and excuse that we might give as to why we cannot complete
the Great Commission.

Group Discussion
What excuses do we make for not participating in the Great Commission? What excuses do our churches 
make?   

What changes would we see if we really believed that Jesus Christ has all authority? 

2. ALL NATIONS
• To obey the Great Commission means that we must go outside our comfort zone and engage cultures that are
different from ours.

3. ALL COMMANDS
• We are commanded to make disciples and teach them to observe all that Jesus has commanded.

• The immediate objective that will lead to the fulfilment of the Great Commission is to plant churches.

Group Discussion
What would it take for your church to connect with and begin serving among an unreached people group, 
whether here in North America or around the world? 

Consider connecting with the Great Commission Partnerships office at the Baptist State Convention of North 
Carolina.

4. ALL DAYS
• The purpose of Jesus’ constant presence is so that we will have all that we need to fulfill Jesus’ Great Commission:
to see the glory of God among the nations.

• Christ has all authority so that we might go to all the nations and teach all things, which Jesus commanded for
all of our days.
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Group Discussion
Are you willing to pray the following? 

“Lord, I want to be a part of your glory among the nations.” 
“Lord, I put my ‘yes’ on the altar.” 
“Lord, wherever You lead, I’ll go.”

Pray that we will not be driven by whether it’s safe enough or if we have enough money, but pray that we 
will be driven by a desire for the glory of God. 

Pray that we would be a church that displays the glory of God among the nations.




