
30 DAYS | 30 PEOPLES
PRAY 30 DAYS FOR 30 UNREACHED 
PEOPLES IN NORTH CAROLINA





Prayer Profi les Intro
Welcome to the prayer guide for some of the unreached people groups (UPG) who have 
made their homes in North Carolina. It is our hope that as you read the profiles of each of 
these people groups, you will be moved to pray fervently that believers will take the gospel 
to them.   

An unreached people group is defined as a grouping of people who share the same 
ethnicity and language and whose home country is less than 2 percent evangelical 
Christian. Currently, at least 154 unreached people groups have been identified with 
sizeable populations here in North Carolina. Today, upwards of 15 percent of North 
Carolina’s population — that is 1.5 million people — are foreign-born or are the children 
of foreign-born immigrants. Almost all of these people have never heard the gospel clearly 
presented either in their home countries or since they planted their lives in North Carolina.

While in Athens, the Apostle Paul declared, “And [God] made from one man every nation 
of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 
toward Him and find Him” (Acts 17:26-27). It is our conviction that God has brought these 
peoples here in order that they might hear the gospel. Thank you for taking the time to pray 
that the gospel will come to these unreached people groups.

f o n t :  S t e e l f i s h  B o l d

peoplesnextdoornc.org

peoplesnextdoor@ncbaptist.org

@pndnc



Vision
For every one of the top 10 unreached people groups in each of the eight metro areas, we desire to identify and train at least 10 
churches to adopt* those unreached people groups for prayer.

*Adoption of a UPG as a prayer partner involves the corporate decision of a church to make a commitment to consistently, strategically 
and sacrificially pray for that UPG over an extended period of time, usually two to five years or longer.  

Next Steps
1. Prayer advocate training
Come and discover how you can be a prayer advocate within your local church for an unreached people group. This training will 
help individuals understand the biblical basis of prayer, the key role of prayer in the strategy to reach the lost and practical tips for 
involving the entire church in praying for unreached peoples. Follow this link to register for prayer advocate training: 
https://ncbaptist.wufoo.com/forms/w140ihki0qssqqs/

2. Develop a prayer strategy for your church
Working with church leadership, begin to develop a strategic plan for your church to engage an unreached people group through 
prayer. You will be able to apply principles and information from the prayer advocate training. 

3. Befriend a people group (discover, engage and disciple)
Offer true friendship to your people group, show the love of Christ and share good news with them. Continue in prayer while also 
engaging them for the sake of new disciples within our kingdom family.  

“ ”
 Prayer lays hold of God’s plan and becomes the link between His will and its accomplishment on earth.
  Amazing things happen, and we are given the privilege of being the channels of the Holy Spirit’s prayer. 

 — Elisabeth Elliot
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P s a l m  6 7 : 1 - 3  ( E S V )
May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us, 
that Your way may be known on earth,
Your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You!

The Hindi people are a South Asian people from India who speak Hindi. Hindi is the most widely spoken 
official language of India. There are an estimated 180 million Hindi speakers worldwide, with 607,000 
and 25,000 living in the United States and North Carolina, respectively. 

The majority of Hindi speakers profess Hinduism. Their Hinduism is as much a lifestyle as a religion. 
Hindu temples serve as a center of their social interaction with one another, reinforcing their people 
group identity. 

Many Hindi speakers have come to North Carolina to attend one of our state’s universities or to work as 
medical or information technology professionals.

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte, the Triad, Greenville and Fayetteville.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that Christians will answer God’s call to live near the Hindi speakers and share Christ’s love with them. 
• Pray that evangelical churches will form prayer teams to intercede for the Hindi people, asking that their hearts and minds be 

receptive to a gospel witness.
• Pray for effectiveness, as Christians use many different strategies to share Christ with the Hindi people.
• Pray that evangelical Hindi people will boldly and clearly communicate the message of Christ.
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P s a l m  6 7 : 4 - 5  ( E S V )
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for You judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.  
Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You!

Known for their resourcefulness and their good business sense, Gujaratis have successfully emigrated 
and prospered in many countries around the world. There are an estimated 47 million Gujaratis 
worldwide, with 355,000 and 14,000 living in the United States and North Carolina, respectively. 

Gujarat is a state in western India, and Gujarati is a generic term for the migrants from Gujarat who 
went to different parts of the country for employment, business and trade. It is also the name of the 
Indo-Aryan language they speak. Most of the Gujarati people (88 percent) are Hindus. The Muslim 
Gujarati make up 6.6 percent of the population. 

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte, Blue Ridge, Greenville and Fayetteville.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for churches to develop intentional church-planting strategies specifically focusing on the Gujarati speakers.
• Pray for Christians who live and work among Gujarati people to begin loving friendships with them.
• Pray against the spiritual principalities and powers that have kept the Gujarati bound for many generations.
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P s a l m  6 7 : 6 - 7  ( E S V )
The earth has yielded its increase.
God, our God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear Him!

Urdu speakers are historically associated with the Muslims of South Asia. Urdu is the national language 
of Pakistan and an official language of six Indian states. 

Hindi and Urdu are often described by linguists as one language — “Hindustani.”  While Hindi and 
Urdu uses different written scripts, they sound virtually identical. The major vocabulary differences 
between the two languages are religious, with Hindi catering to Hindus and Urdu to Muslims.

There are an estimated 137 million Urdu speakers worldwide, with about 263,000 and 6,300 in the 
United States and North Carolina, respectively.

The majority of Urdu speakers adhere to Islam. The number of Islamic mosques being built by Urdu speakers 
will attest to the growing population of Urdu people in the metro areas.

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte, the Triad, Fayetteville and Unifour.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for churches to develop intentional church-planting strategies specifically focusing on the Urdu speakers.
• Pray for Christians who live and work among Urdu people to begin loving friendships with them.
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to begin revealing the true nature of God to Urdu people in powerful ways.
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A c t s  1 0 : 3 4 - 3 5  ( E S V )
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears Him and does what 
is right is acceptable to Him.”

The Punjab is a geographical region straddling the border between Pakistan and India. The Punjabi 
people are an Indo-Aryan ethnic group originating from the Punjab region. There are an estimated 141 
million Punjabi speakers worldwide, with about 228,000 and 12,000 in the United States and North 
Carolina, respectively.

Traditional Punjab identity was primarily linguistic over religious affiliation or ethnic background. The 
Punjabi people cluster encompasses a wide range of ethnic and religious groups. Islam, Hinduism 
and Sikhism are all practiced by Punjabi people groups. 

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte, Blue Ridge and the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask God to encourage the small number of Punjabi Christians. 
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften their hearts toward the gospel message. 
• Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Punjabi.
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A c t s  1 7 : 2 6 - 2 7  ( E S V )
And He made from one man every nation of 
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of 
their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and 
perhaps feel their way toward Him and find Him. 
Yet He is actually not far from each one of us.

The Tamil people are an ethnic group native to Tamil Nadu, the southernmost state of India, and the 
northeastern region of Sri Lanka. Tamil is a major Dravidian language of India, spoken primarily by the 
Tamil people in India and Sri Lanka. The Tamil people cluster encompasses numerous occupational 
castes that share the Tamil language.

There are an estimated 68 million Tamil speakers worldwide, with about 103,000 and 3,500 in the 
United States and North Carolina, respectively. Most Tamil people are Hindus, but a few Tamil 
subgroups follow either Christianity or Islam.

They live primarily in Metro Charlotte and the Triangle.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that our churches and believers will develop loving relationships with the many Tamil speakers in our neighborhoods               

and offices. 
• Pray that God will raise up the Tamil Christians here in the United States to reach out to  their Hindu and Muslim neighbors.
• Pray that leaders will be raised up from the Tamil believers to start new churches for the growing Indian population.
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G e n e s i s  1 2 : 3  ( E S V )
“I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you, I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

The Telugu are a Dravidian ethnic group of India, native to the states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, 
but with a significant presence in other neighboring states. They speak the Telugu language, the third 
most commonly spoken language in India after Hindi and Bengali. 

There are an estimated 97 million Telugu speakers worldwide, with about 200,000 and 7,200 in the 
United States and North Carolina, respectively. Most Telugu people are Hindus, but a few Telugu 
subgroups follow either Christianity or Islam.

They live primarily in the Triangle and Metro Charlotte.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that evangelical Telugu people will boldly share their faith with Telugu-speaking Hindus.
• Pray that evangelical Telugu people will cross cultures and cross castes to share their faith with not only other South Asian people 

groups, but also all peoples.
• Ask God to work in the lives and hearts of Telugu people to bring them to Christ.
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1  K i n g s  8 : 4 1 - 4 3  ( E S V )
Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, 
comes from a far country for Your name’s sake (for they shall 
hear of Your great name and Your mighty hand, and of Your 
outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this 
house, hear in heaven Your dwelling place and do according 
to all for which the foreigner calls to You, in order that all the 
peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do 
Your people Israel, and that they may know that this house 
that I have built is called by Your name.

Turkish is a language spoken by more than 75 million people worldwide. Turkish speakers are 
predominantly found in Turkey and Northern Cyprus, with smaller groups in Iraq, Greece, Bulgaria, 
Macedonia, Kosovo and Albania. There are an estimated 55 million Turkish speakers worldwide, with 
about 130,000 and 1,500 in the United States and North Carolina, respectively.

Turkey is the only secular republic that has a majority Muslim population. Turkey is considered to be 
a “link” between the Middle East and the West, having a knowledge and mixture of both Eastern and 
Western cultures. 

Turkish speakers live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte and the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask God to give the Turkish believers boldness to share the gospel with their own people.
• Ask the Lord to save key leaders among the Turks who will boldly declare the gospel. 
• Pray that many Turks living abroad will be reached with the gospel and will take it back to Turkey. 
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L e v i t i c u s  1 9 : 3 3 - 3 4  ( E S V )
When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, 
you shall not do him wrong. You shall treat the 
stranger who sojourns with you as the native 
among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for 
you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the 
LORD your God.

Today, ethnic Persians are scattered across Central Asia, but most remain in Iran. Thousands of Persians 
fled their homeland of Iran after the revolution and the fall of Shah in the late 1970s. Many fled to 
Europe and Canada, while others settled in the United States. There are an estimated 61 million 
Persian speakers worldwide, with about 355,000 and 5,500 in the United States and North Carolina, 
respectively.

Most Farsi speakers consider themselves Shiite Muslims, while some adhere to the Baha’i faith, 
Sufism and the pre-Islamic religion of Zoroastrianism. 

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte and the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for God to give Christians a nonjudgmental love without prejudice for the Persian people group.
• Pray for discipleship and spiritual growth of new Persian believers.
• Pray for churches to develop intentional church-planting strategies specifically focusing on Persians.
• Pray for Christians who live and work among Persians to begin loving friendships with them.Da
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D e u t e r o n o m y  1 0 : 1 8 - 1 9 
( E S V )
He executes justice for the fatherless and the wid-
ow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and 
clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt.

Dari or Dari Persian is the variety of the Persian language spoken in Afghanistan. It is also known as 
Afghan Persian in many Western sources. Large numbers of Afghan refugees began arriving in the 
United States in 1980, in the wake of the Soviet invasion. 

There are an estimated 12.5 million Dari Persian speakers worldwide, with about 98,000 and 1,000 in 
the United States and North Carolina, respectively. The vast majority of Afghans in the United States 
adhere to Islam. However, their dress and way of life often reflect a more secular lifestyle.

They live primarily in the Triangle.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for Christians who teach English as a second language to become friends with the Afghan people, to reveal through their 

lifestyle what it means to have a personal relationship with God and share the message of Jesus Christ, as the intimate God.
• Pray for Christians to encounter Afghan people of peace, who will then become followers of Jesus Christ and in turn begin making 

disciples among their own people.
• Pray that churches will catch a vision to embrace the Afghan people now in the United States, and in so doing, that those Afghan 

people who become followers of Jesus Christ will share the message of Christ with their families and friends in Afghanistan. 
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H a b a k k u k  2 : 1 4  ( E S V )
For the earth will be filled
with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

Mexico’s population today is roughly 125 million, while about 11.7 million and 58,000 Mexicans now 
reside in the United States and North Carolina, respectively. Mexicans traditionally practice Roman 
Catholicism, while only about 6 percent of Mexico is considered to be evangelical Christian. 

Mexico and the United States share a common border, and the people and culture of Mexico have 
influenced the history, food and culture of the United States in unmistakable fashion. The United 
States is home to the second largest Mexican community in the world, second only to Mexico itself, 
and it makes up over 24 percent of the entire Mexican origin population of the world.

Mexican people live in every North Carolina metro area.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for Mexicans in the United States to find not just economic prosperity, but also the riches of new life in Jesus Christ.
• Pray for workers to be raised up to reap the harvest among Mexican immigrants, who are more open to Christianity due to the 

changes in their lives.
• Pray for the evangelization and discipleship of all of the people groups of Mexico.
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J o n a h  3 : 4 - 5  ( E S V )
And [Jonah] called out, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of 
Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and 
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to 
the least of them.

Salvadorans are a people of Hispanic origin. Some of the first Salvadorans to come to the United 
States in large numbers moved during the midst of the country’s civil war, when 20-30 percent of the 
population fled. El Salvador’s population today is roughly 6.5 million, while about 942,000 and 15,000 
Salvadorans now reside in the United States and North Carolina, respectively.

The primary religion practiced by El Salvadorans is a form of religion with roots in Christianity, but 
it is not theologically Christian. Many have limited proficiency in English and have little formal 
education. They need help with English as a second language, as well as legal and medical services. 

They live in every North Carolina metro area.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for God to raise up believers from within the Salvadoran community who can be mobilized and trained to take the gospel to the 

unreached, unengaged peoples living all around them.
• Pray for the family members who fear for the lives of those still in El Salvador, to find and share the perfect peace of Jesus Christ.
• Pray for Salvadoran Christians to become firmly rooted in the Word of God.
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2  P e t e r  3 : 9  ( E S V )
The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.

Hondurans who have immigrated from their Central American country are an integral part of many 
Hispanic communities in the United States. Ethnically, Hondurans are predominantly mestizo (mixed 
ancestry of indigenous peoples and Spanish). The majority of Hondurans who have entered the 
United States in the past 40 years seek better economic opportunities and to escape political turmoil 
or oppression in Honduras.

Honduras’ population today is roughly 8 million, while about 258,000 and 12,000 Hondurans now 
reside in the United States and North Carolina, respectively. A majority of Hondurans are Catholic, 
although many immigrants in the United States are converting to Protestant Christianity. 

They live in every North Carolina metro area.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for Honduran believers to boldly proclaim the gospel to their people wherever they may be found.
• Pray for Honduran believers to catch a vision for reaching other people groups, both around them and around the world.
• Pray for more workers for the harvest, both for the Honduran people in the United States as well as for those in Central America.
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A c t s  1 6 : 9 - 1 0  ( E S V )
And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man 
of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And 
when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we 
sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that 
God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

People who today claim some French-Canadian ancestry or heritage number some 7 million in Canada 
and 2.4 million people in the United States, with about 22,000 French-Canadians making North 
Carolina their home. They trace their ancestry from the descendants of colonists who arrived in New 
France (Canada) in the 17th and 18th centuries. 

Those who still speak French at home are predominantly found in the New England area. 
Another French variant exists in the Great Lakes area, and they sometimes identify themselves as 
French Métis. 

The majority claim Roman Catholicism as their religion, but most often, they are nonreligious. 

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte and the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that God will send evangelical Christians to live among the French-Canadian people, learn French and share Christ.
• Pray that French-Canadians will experience true joy that is found only in the grace of and belief in Jesus Christ.
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R e v e l a t i o n  7 : 9 - 1 0  ( E S V )
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude 
that no one could number, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

Russia’s population today is roughly 145 million, while about 852,000 and 5,600 Russians now reside in 
the United States and North Carolina, respectively. The majority of Russians claim Christian Orthodoxy 
or Judaism as their religion, although the majority of Orthodox Russians are nominally religious. 
Orthodoxy often merely serves as a cultural connection into the Russian community.

The majority of Russian people who immigrated to the United States came from the European 
region west of the Ural mountain range, specifically from the Russian metro areas of Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. 

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte, Fayetteville, Blue Ridge and the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that the existing evangelical Russian presence will be bold in sharing their faith with their family and friends.
• Pray that other evangelical Christians will come alongside the existing Russian evangelical Christians to share the message of Jesus 

Christ with Russians.
• Pray for Orthodox and nominal Christian Russians to experience a living faith in Jesus Christ.
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M a t t h e w  5 : 1 4 - 1 6  ( E S V )
You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put 
it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to 
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Ukraine’s population today is roughly 46 million, while about 159,000 and 5,900 Ukrainians now reside in 
the United States and North Carolina, respectively. The primary religion practiced by the Ukrainians is 
Orthodox Christianity.

Second only to the Russians as the former Soviet Union’s largest ethnic group, the hardworking 
Ukrainians proudly maintain their colorful folk culture (with music and art playing an important 
role) and their distinctive literary tradition. Kiev is the third largest metropolis in the former USSR, 
after Moscow and St. Petersburg. There are also large numbers of Ukrainians in Siberia and northern 
Kazakhstan.

They live primarily in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte and Blue Ridge

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that Ukrainians base their love of life upon a relationship with Christ and become passionate evangelists.
• Pray for healing of the ancient mistrust between Russia and Ukraine.
• Pray that evangelical Ukrainians here in North Carolina will boldly reach their friends and families for Christ.
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J o h n  1 : 4 - 5  ( E S V )
In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

God brings the Hausa people to us from West Africa. The Hausa represent one of the largest ethnic 
groups in West Africa, originating primarily from Nigeria and Niger. The Hausa people have a reputation 
as a very relational, hospitable and gracious people. There are 38.8 million Hausa people in the globe, 
with a total of 2,200 living in North Carolina.

Most Hausa people practice a religion that mixes traditional animistic (superstitious) rituals with 
Islam. Less than 0.01 percent of them are evangelical. One of the largest populations of Hausa 
people in North America live in the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that Christian converts would be bold in the face of family pressure and persecution.
• Ask the Lord to raise up loving Christians who are willing to share Christ with the Hausa.
• Pray that God will open the hearts of the Hausa to the gospel.
• Pray that a church will be raised up among the Hausa.
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L u k e  1 9 : 1 0  ( E S V )
For the Son of Man came to see and to save 
the lost. 

The Wolof people come to us from the countries of Senegal, Gambia and Mauritania. There are over 6 
million Wolof people worldwide. They practice a unique version of animistic (superstitious) Islam. 
Their demanding work schedules leave them with little time for inviting others into their 
community. In North Carolina, they struggle to integrate, even though many have lived 
here for more than 15 years. There are 6.7 million Wolof 1.9 million Mandinka throughout the globe, 
with 3,780 living in North Carolina.

They live in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte, the Triad, Greenville and Fayetteville.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask that the Wolof people living in the United States would come to know God and return as strong leaders to their people.
• Ask God to raise up prayer teams to break up the soil through worship and intercession.
• Ask for open doors and time for believers to make friendships with Wolof people.
• Ask that the Wolof people will cease seeking to establish their own righteousness, but will submit to God’s way. 
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L u k e  1 3 : 2 4  ( E S V )
Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will 
not be able. 

God brings the Somali people to us from the Horn of Africa, where they practice a form of Sunni Islam. 
There are 22 million Somali people worldwide, but only 0.01 percent are evangelical. As a people, 
Somalis have faced drought, famine and war for many years. Many Somalis come to North Carolina 
seeking asylum. One might think that these oppressive conditions would make Somalis hard and 
cold toward outsiders. This couldn’t be further from the truth! The Somali people have a reputation 
for genuine kindness and hospitality. There are 21 million Somali in the globe, with nearly 200,000 in 
North America and 1,725 in North Carolina.

They live in the Triangle, Metro Charlotte and the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for Somali Christians, who are greatly despised by their people.
• Pray for the Somali people to realize that good works will not get them through the door of heaven. 
• Pray for them to be open to relationships with Christians and for hearts to be softened for the gospel. 
• Pray that North Carolina Baptists will be drawn to engage the Somali people. 
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L u k e  1 0 : 1 6  ( E S V )
The one who hears you hears Me, and the 
one who rejects you rejects Me, and the one 
who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.

Eritrean is spoken by the Tigre people, and there are over 1.2 million Tigre people worldwide. They 
profess to be Sunni Muslims, but most of them practice folk Islam, which is a blend of Islam and ethnic 
beliefs. Only 0.04 percent of Eritrean speakers are evangelical believers. They have a reputation as an 
open, kind and hospitable people. One of their favorite pastimes involves long conversations with 
friends over tea and coffee. There are nearly 2 million Eritreans throughout the globe, with 20,500 in 
North America and 1,242 living in North Carolina.

They live in Metro Charlotte and the Triangle.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask for relationships to develop between believers and the Eritrean people. 
• Ask for the few believers here, or in their home country, to be bold in sharing with their people. 
• Ask for a great movement of the Holy Spirit among the Eritrean-Tigre people. 
• Ask that they will not settle for anything less than the truth of God. 
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E p h e s i a n s  2 : 1 3  ( E S V )
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Christ.

Thailand is a majority Buddhist country, and Thai people are considered to be some of the strongest 
adherents to Buddhism. There are over 68 million Thai people worldwide. Only 0.18 percent claim to be 
evangelical believers. They greatly value relationships, and they love to get together with others from 
the Thai community.

The Thai people in North Carolina live in many locations around cities; however, they typically build 
their relationships in the Triangle, Charlotte and Fayetteville, around Buddhist temples in the area. 

They live in all the metro areas. 

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for Thai people to sense an emptiness when they are worshipping at the temple or at their home altars.
• Pray for visions and dreams of the one, true, high God. 
• Pray for Christians to seek out Thai people, build true relationships with them and be bold in sharing with and loving them. 

Da
y 

20
: 

Th
ai



AUGUSTA

LEXINGTON

KY

GA SC
TN

WV
VA

1  P e t e r  1 : 3 - 4  ( E S V )
According to His great mercy, He has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you.

The Khmer people come to us mainly from Cambodia. Worldwide, there are nearly 16 million Khmer 
people, with 1.68 percent being evangelical believers. The Khmer Rouge ruled the country from 1975-
1979, nearly destroying the country and killing 3 million of their own people. Many Khmer people fled 
their country. The majority are Buddhist, although relics of ethnic religions, such as ancestor worship 
(praying to deceased ancestors) and spirit worship are very important to them. They are in need of 
true inner peace.

They live in Blue Ridge, the Triangle and Fayetteville, with the largest groups in Metro Charlotte and 
the Triad.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask God to call forth prayer teams who will begin breaking up the soil through intercession.
• Pray that God will encourage and protect those who have accepted Jesus and give them boldness to share with their own people.
• Ask for two to three North Carolina Baptist churches in each area to adopt the Khmer people, develop strategic plans for engaging 

them with the gospel and plant reproducing churches. 
• Ask for them to find true inner peace and hope in Jesus Christ. 
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J o h n  6 : 4 4 a  ( E S V )
No one can come to Me, unless the Father who 
sent me draws him. 

This group comes to us from the coast of, what was historically known as, Indochina. There are over 83 
million Vietnamese people worldwide, with only 1.21 percent known as evangelical believers.

The Vietnamese people practice the Mahayana tradition of Buddhism or Roman Catholicism. In North 
Carolina, the Vietnamese people have a great entrepreneurial spirit. They have opened local nail 
salons, Vietnamese cuisine restaurants and Asian grocery stores. One of their favorite pastimes
is billiards.

They live in all metro areas, but the larger populations live in Metro Charlotte, the Triad, the Triangle 
and Fayetteville.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray for believers to visit salons, restaurants and billiard halls in order to build relationships with the Vietnamese people. 
• Pray for new believers to grow in Christ and remain strong, even when persecuted for their new faith. 
• Pray for a network of believers in each of these major population centers to work together to engage these wonderful people 

for His glory. 
• Pray for individuals and family groups to be drawn to the Father. 
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P s a l m  2 : 8  ( E S V )
Ask of Me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth your 
possession. 

God brings the Hmong people to us from the country of Laos. The Hmong people first came to the 
United States following the rise of communism in China, Laos and Vietnam. When arriving in the United 
States, the Hmong people settled in established communities on both coasts, settling mainly in Los 
Angeles in the west and Hickory, N.C. in the east. Worldwide, there are nearly 11.7 million Hmong 
people with 5.3 percent being evangelical believers. Some practice Buddhism, while others tend to 
be more nonreligious.

The Hmong people live mainly in Unifour and Metro Charlotte.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask that Hmong believers will be bold in sharing with and loving their own people. 
• Ask for a church-planting movement among the Hmong people to begin here in North Carolina and spread to wherever Hmong 

people live. 
• Ask for protection from false teaching and for discipleship to be based strictly upon the Bible. 
• Ask for spiritual eyes to be opened to truth and for hearts to seek Him. 
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P s a l m  7 : 9 - 1 0  ( E S V )
Oh, let the evil of the wicked come to an end, 
and may You establish the righteous — You 
who test the minds and hearts, O righteous 
God! My shield is with God, who saves the 
upright in heart.

The Arab-Levant people are from the Fertile Crescent, a northward arc between the Persian Gulf and the 
Mediterranean Sea. The Levant includes parts of Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel and Palestine. There 
are over 69 million Arab-Levant people, with only 0.28 percent being evangelical believers. They 
practice Sunni Islam and show a genuine hospitality to strangers. 

Many of the Arab-Levant people have lived in North Carolina for 20 years or more and have well-
established businesses. There are 16,636 Arab-Levant people living in North Carolina.

They live in each of the major metro areas.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask the Lord to call people who are willing to reach out and share the love of Christ with the Arab-Levant people. 
• Ask that their traditional Muslim culture will soften, creating an open door for the gospel. 
•  Ask God to give Arab-Levant believers the opportunity and boldness to share with their family and friends. 
• Ask that the Arab-Levant people will understand that nothing is hidden from God, who tests the minds and hearts of man. Da
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I s a i a h  4 9 : 5 - 6  ( E S V )
And now the Lord says He who formed me from the womb 
to be His servant, to bring Jacob back to Him; and that Israel 
might be gathered to Him — for I am honored in the eyes 
of the Lord, and my God has become my strength — He 
says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved 
of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

God brings the Arab-Yemeni people to us from the country of Yemen, from the southern part of the 
Arabian Peninsula. A hostile geopolitical divide exists between the northern Shiite Muslims and the 
southern Sunni Muslim peoples of Yemen.

There are over 7 million Arab-Yemeni people worldwide, but only a handful of believers. Many of the 
Arab-Yemeni men will come first to find a job at local convenience stores in more rural areas of North 
Carolina. They will work for years until they have enough money to bring the rest of their family to 
join them in their new life here.

They live in the Greenville and Fayetteville areas.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
•  Pray that God will raise up faithful intercessors who will stand in the gap for the Yemeni people.
•  Pray that their traditional Muslim culture will leave them empty and soften their hearts toward Christ.
•  Pray that there will be strong believers and churches among the Yemeni people. 
•  Pray that they will hear the voice of the Lord through the witness of His servants. Da
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I s a i a h  6 : 3  ( E S V )
And one called to another and said: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth 
is full of His glory!”

God brings the Berber people to us from the Atlas Mountains in Morocco, 
North Africa. There are almost 19 million Berber people worldwide, with 
only 0.02 percent being evangelical believers. They loosely adhere to the 
Islamic faith and enjoy conversations about God.

In North Carolina, the Berbers love community. The men work as 
merchants or in the limo/taxi business. 

They live in Metro Charlotte and the Triangle.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Pray that God will call forth churches and individuals to boldly love and share Christ with these  

beautiful people. 
• Pray that the Holy Spirit will soften hearts toward God and toward His people who encounter 

Moroccans. 
• Pray that the light of Christ will shine into the darkness of the Moroccan people’s hearts. 
• Pray for believers among this people group to reach out to their people with the good news. 
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R o m a n s  6 : 2 3  ( E S V )
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

There are over 58 million Egyptian people, with only 3.93 percent being evangelicals. Arab-Egyptians 
have a rich and long history that keeps them closely tied to their homeland wherever they live.

Islam became the state religion of Egypt in 1980. There is allowance in the law for freedom of other 
religions, although culturally in Egypt, it is not easy to follow a religion other than Islam. The majority 
of Arab-Egyptians are either Shafi, Maliki or Hanafi Sunni Muslims.

They live in the Triad, the Triangle, Greenville, Metro Charlotte and Fayetteville. 

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask that Egyptians will sense the holiness of the most holy One. 
•  Ask that a network of churches and individuals in North Carolina will focus on reaching Egyptian people.
•  Ask that Egyptians will feel an urgency about their eternal destiny. 
• Ask that Egyptian believers will grow in their faith and be leaders for Christ among their people here and overseas. 
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2  C o r i n t h i a n s  5 : 1 8 - 2 0  ( E S V )
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us 
to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

The Han people of China are one of the largest people groups in China, with more than 900 million 
worldwide. It is estimated that about 6.86 percent of them are evangelical believers. They primarily 
speak the Mandarin Chinese language. Some practice Buddhism, but most are nonreligious.

In North Carolina, many of them run family-owned restaurants, working many hours a week. 

They live in all of the metro areas.

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask for God to bring believers who are willing to share the gospel into the restaurants and lives of the Han 

Chinese of North Carolina. 
• Ask for new believers to have a hunger for God’s Word and to be disciples, as well. 
• Ask that Han believers will be bold in sharing with their family and friends. 
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R e v e l a t i o n  5 : 9 - 1 0  ( E S V )
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are 
You to take the scroll and to open its seals, for 
You were slain, and by Your blood You ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation, and You have made them 
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall 
reign on the earth.”

Racially, culturally and ethnically, the Japanese people are one of the most homogenous people groups 
in the world. Shintoism is the native religion of Japan. However, Buddhism was introduced to Japan in 
the sixth century, and today, most Japanese people claim to follow both. There are almost 125 million 
Japanese people worldwide, with 0.48 percent claiming to be evangelical believers.

They live in Metro Charlotte, the Triangle, the Triad and the Wilmington area. 

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the Japanese people toward Christians, that they will be receptive to 

the gospel.
•  Pray that God will raise up teams of intercessors to stand in the gap for these precious people. 
•  Ask the Lord to raise up strong local churches among the Japanese people.Da

y 
29

: 
Ja

pa
ne

se



SAVANNAH

MACON CHARLESTON

AUGUSTA

LEXINGTON

KY

GA SC
TN

WV
VA

C o l o s s i a n s  4 : 3  ( E S V )
… pray also for us, that God may open to us a 
door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ.

The Chinese Fujianese are the low socio-economic level restaurant and nail salon workers throughout 
North Carolina. They are from the Fujian province. They make up about 40-45 percent of the Chinese 
population in North Carolina. Most will have no religious background or have some affiliation with 
Buddhism.

They live in all eight of the metro areas throughout North Carolina. 

P r a y e r  P o i n t s
• Ask that ministries such as English as a second language (ESL) and tutoring will be carried out as an outreach 

tool among the Fujianese people.
• Ask that whole family units will believe together and be a lighthouse to others. 
•  Ask that a hunger to know the one, true God will become real in their lives. 
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