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Youth Speakers Tournament    

 

 

Purpose  
 

Youth Speakers’ Tournament is designed to challenge teens to express their faith verbally. It demands 

serious time and effort, but with a tremendous pay-off. Youth grow spiritually when engaged in the 

research, study, prayer, and practice of preparing a speech. Today’s speakers will be ready to stand for 

Christ in their churches, at school, in their work places and in their communities. They will develop 

skills to articulate truth in a way that people will hear and understand. Leaders should provide all 

information for the tournament to the speaker. 
 

Eligibility  
 

The Youth Speakers’ Tournament is for youth in grades 10 through 12 who are active members of a 

cooperating Baptist State Convention of North Carolina church. There are no exceptions to this 

requirement.  Youth may participate in either or both the Speakers’ Tournament and High School Bible 

Drill in a given year. 

 

Register Your Youth Speakers 
  
Once your church decides to participate in the Youth Speakers’ tournament, immediately register your 

group to receive updates and materials needed for participation in the NC State Bible Drills. Please 

register at www.ncbibledrill.org    Also, notify your association with the same information of your 

intent to participate in Speakers Tournament. 

 
 

Available Resources  
  

1. NC Bible Drill Manual is needed for each leader and judge for the Youth Speakers’ 

Tournaments. Copies of this manual may be downloaded at www.ncbibledrill.org.  

2. The Bible Drill/Tournament Website contains the speakers’ topics for the current year and 

other valuable information. Visit www.ncbibledrill.org frequently for updates and other 

information 

3. Fall Church Email informs church leaders of Regional Speakers Tournament dates and                                                      

locations.. 

4. Winter Church/Association Email, contains information on how to register your speakers for 

regional speakers tournaments.   A church must have a speakers’ tournament to determine 

qualified speakers for participation in the Association Bible Drill/Speakers tournament.  

 

http://www.ncbibledrill.org/
http://www.ncbibledrill.org/
http://www.ncbibledrill.org/
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Three Levels of Progression for Youth in Grade 10-12 
 

Each year, youth speakers progress through three levels of participation: church, association, and 

regional tournaments. 

 

CHURCH TOURNAMENT 

A church tournament should be conducted at the church before an audience of interested persons.  

Schedule the church tournament prior to the Association Tournament, allowing time to notify the 

Association leader that your church has speaker(s) participating in the Association Tournament. Each 

church may participate in an Association Tournament and send any qualified speakers to the 

association tournament.  Youth must participate in their local association’s tournament rather than 

another association.  If no tournament is available, contact the BSCNC Bible Drill Ministry 

Coordinator for guidance. 
 

The person in charge of the church tournament should notify the association office of the names of all 

the youth participating in the church tournament, indicating those who qualify for the association 

tournament. This is done using the official Youth Speakers’ Tournament Registration Form which is 

available at www.ncbibledrill.org.   
 

Every youth who participates in a church tournament should receive some form of recognition from 

the church for their efforts. 
 

 

ASSOCIATION TOURNAMENT 

Association tournaments are held prior to the registration deadline for the regional tournaments set by 

BSCNC Bible Drill Ministry.  All speakers from the association may advance to the regional level. 

 

The Association Youth Speakers’ Tournament leader should record the results of the association 

tournament for all speakers.   On completion of the associational tournament, the associational leader 

will register the speakers, online for the regional tournament at www.ncbibledrill.org.  The leader is 

also responsible for making sure the speakers speech is submitted online through the registration 

website.   Every speaker in an association tournament should receive some kind of recognition from 

the Association and/or the church. 

 

 

REGIONAL TOURNAMENT 

The North Carolina State Youth Speakers’ Tournaments are held at a time and place designated by 

BSCNC Bible Drill Ministry.  See the current resources for dates, locations, and times for the state 

tournaments and registration deadline. Youth are registered for the Regional Youth Speakers’ 

Tournament by the associational leader. If no speakers are registered for a given location by the 

registration deadline, the Youth Speakers’ Tournament will be cancelled for that location. The winner 

of each state tournament location may advance to the Finalist Youth Speakers’ Tournament. 

 

STATE TOURNAMENT 

The purpose of the State Youth Speakers’ Tournament is to select the youth speaker that will represent 

North Carolina at the National Youth Speakers’ Invitational sponsored by the Southeastern 

Discipleship Group of Cooperating Baptist State Conventions. The winner of the State Youth 

Speakers’ Tournament may not participate in any future Finalist Youth Speakers’ Tournaments. Only 

those finalists prepared to represent North Carolina at the National Tournament, if they are the winner, 

should attend the Finalist Tournament.  The speaker that attends the state tournament must be from a 

North Carolina Baptist participating church. 

http://www.ncbibledrill.org/
http://www.ncbibledrill.org/
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NATIONAL YOUTH SPEAKERS’ INVITATIONAL 

The speaker with the highest score in the State Youth Speakers’ Tournament has the opportunity to 

participate in the National Youth Speakers’ Invitational, sponsored and administered by the 

Southeastern Discipleship Group of participating Baptist State Convention. The BSCNC works with 

the finalist and their family in making arrangements for the youth speaker to attend the Invitational. 

The locations are announced in January each year. 
 

Administration of Tournament  
 

The following leaders are needed to administer a tournament: a leader, a timekeeper, and three 

competent judges. If possible, people from outside the church should be enlisted to judge. A stopwatch 

is needed for the timekeeper.  
 

Each youth should receive recognition for his/her participation in Youth Speakers’ Tournament. Each 

speaker in an association tournament should receive recognition from the association. 
 

Guidance for Speakers 
 

1. Each speaker must compose his/her own speech from the topics listed in the current Youth 

Speakers’ Tournament resources on the website.  A speaker may choose his/her own topic with 

approval of the State Bible Drill consultant. 

2. It is advisable for the speaker to research the chosen topic well.  Take notes on what you read. 

Research, observe, and talk with others.  Consult your church, school, and public libraries for 

resource material.  
3. The speech much be written in APA or MLA style.  List Bible references and other references 

that support your speech. Give proper credit when using quotations from any source. In the 

written speech, quoted material must be noted. When the speech is delivered, the speaker 

should indicate that the material used is being quoted; however, he/she is not required to give 

the complete source of the quotation.   
4. Good speeches are not just written they are re-written. It is advisable to have the speech 

proofread by another person.  Be sure to use correct grammar. 

5. It is recommended to have 3-5 resources (other than the internet) 

6. Each speaker is required to provide a typed manuscript of his/her speech to the leader of each 

tournament. The manuscript must be typed and double-spaced with all pages numbered and 

must include in this order: 

a. A cover page listing the title of the speech, speaker’s name and address, telephone 

number, church, association and name of church leader. This information is not to be 

listed elsewhere in the written speech. 
b. A title page.  An outline is not required with the submission of the speech. 

c. The body of the speech. We recommend using a font that is not script or is difficult to 

read. 

d. A bibliography/works cited 

7. Each speaker has four to six minutes to deliver their speech. 

a. Speeches shorter or longer are penalized two points per ten seconds for failure to stay 

within time allotment. 

b. Speakers’ are encouraged not to use music and drama as that is not considered speech. 

c. Overly dramatic or distracting movement should be avoided. When you practice, stand 

straight and use only gestures that are natural. This is a speech and not entertainment, as 

the Speakers Tournament focuses on the speaking ability of the student and therefore 

one should only use movement and gestures that support the speech. Overly 
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dramatizing the speech during the delivery may not give the speaker the appreciation 

needed by the judges to score well.   

d. The speaker does not have to stand perfectly still, but should remember that pacing is 

very distracting and should be counted as an error. 

e. Gestures and movement should support the purpose of the speech. 

8. Speakers are judged on the basis of 100 points from each judge. Content and Composition 

count 20 percent, and Delivery counts 80 percent. 

9. A speaker is disqualified only for such major reasons as not being of the eligible age or grade, 

using a speech that is not his own, choosing a topic not listed on the ncbibledrill website or 

having prior approval from the BSCNC Bible Drill coordinator, not being a member of a 

cooperating Baptist State Convention of North Carolina church or participating in an 

Association Tournament other than his/her local association’s without permission from the 

BSCNC Bible Drill/Tournament Coordinator.    

10. Speeches must be given in the church and association, even if there is only one speaker. 

11. Using notes and being prompted is discouraged.  The speaker is not required to deliver the 

speech verbatim, but must stay close to the written manuscript. 

12. Teen clothing styles are constantly changing, but there is always a line between what is 

appropriate and what is inappropriate. Young men should be dressed in slacks and a dress type 

shirt (or sweater), and dress or nice casual shoes. Coats and ties are optional. Girls should wear 

moderate length dresses, skirts or dress slacks and a nice blouse or sweater. Heels and hose are 

okay but not required. Shorts, “too casual” sandals, exposed midriffs and cleavage are never 

appropriate.  

13. Within time allotment – A speech is either within the allowable window of four to six minutes, 

or it is not. Two (2) points are deducted for every ten seconds that the speech is under four 

minutes or over six minutes.   

 

Administration of a Speakers’ Tournament   
 

The Youth Discipleship director, a leader in Youth Discipleship, or another knowledgeable church 

leader may be asked to coordinate, lead, and call the speakers’ tournament. The following leaders are 

needed to administer a tournament: a leader, a timekeeper, and three judges. A registration assistant is 

very helpful, not only to assist in registering the youth but also to tally scores after each speech and 

help prepare certificates.   A stopwatch is needed for the timekeeper.  

 

BEFORE THE TOURNAMENT 

The tournament leader should: 

 Prepare the speaking environment (room, lighting, audience seating, microphone if needed, 

etc.) where the speakers will speak. 

 Make a set of numbers. Register the youth to assure that all their personal information is 

correct.  Pin a number on the right side of each speaker’s chest. 

 Before beginning the tournament, meet with the speakers to instruct them about the tournament 

process. Discuss scoring and answer any procedural questions. 

 Meet with the judges to read aloud and discuss the scoring process. Give judges their score 

sheets and a copy of the speech. Judges record the scores on the score sheet under the speakers’ 

corresponding number. (See the appendix for an example score sheet.) 

 Instruct judges to sit where they will have a clear view of the speaker. The judges should not sit 

side by side, but in a location that does not distract the speaker. 
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DURING THE TOURNAMENT 

 The tournament leader explains to the audience the process of a Youth Speakers’ Tournament. 

 The tournament leader does not introduce individual speakers to the audience by name or topic. 

 Speakers take the stage one at a time, in numerical order, and begin speaking immediately 

without preamble. 

 The leader should allow enough time between speakers for the judges to accurately mark the 

score sheet. 

AFTER THE TOURNAMENT 

 Encourage youth who qualify for the association tournament to continue their training in 

preparation for that tournament. Following the association tournament, encourage those who 

qualify to continue their training for the Regional Tournament. Announce all Regional 

Speakers’ Tournament locations, dates and times after the church tournament so that the chosen 

location information can be given to the leader of the association tournament. 

 Questions or concerns by parents, leaders, or speakers should be addressed to the leader before 

or after the drill. 

 After all speeches have been heard and scored, the tournament leader acknowledges all 

speakers and announces which speaker(s) will advance to the next level.   

 The church tournament leader is responsible for sending the report form for registration listing 

all participating youth to the Association Bible Drill leader immediately following the church 

tournament. The association leader will register the winners with the state office after the 

associational tournament.   

 Please submit speeches, online, in a “word” document format. 

 

Judging a Youth Speakers’ Tournament 
 

These rules are the standards which all Youth Speakers’ Tournament leaders and judges use to ensure 

uniformity in procedure, while training, conducting, and judging the tournaments.  

 

 Judges do not score based on whether they agree or disagree with the speaker’s thoughts. 

Judges score on the categories of content, composition, and delivery as shown on the score 

sheet.  Each speech is scored independently, not comparatively. Scores are totaled to determine 

the high scorer. See the appendix or website for an example score sheet. 

 

 Three qualified judges should be enlisted to judge the speakers. It is preferable to have judges 

from outside the church, if possible. The judges base their scoring on two categories: 

 

Content/Composition (20%) 

 Originality/Related to Subject– Does the speech seem to reflect the speaker’s own 

convictions? Does the speech give evidence of original and creative thinking by the 

speaker? Does the speech deal with the subject? 

 Structure/Grammar– Does speaker use complete sentences, and are the sentences 

grammatically correct? 

 Choice of Resources/Credit for Quotations– If using resources, do they reflect an 
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adequate understanding of the various facets of the subject, and are these resources used 

in a way that they add strength to the content of the speech? If resources are quoted, 

does the written speech give proper credit for the material used? Does the delivered 

speech indicate that the material used is being quoted? 

 Purpose Accomplished– Does the body of the speech do what it is intended to do as 

evidenced by the subject and content? 

 

Delivery (80%) 

 Eye Contact With Audience                                                                                                           

-- Does the speaker maintain eye contact with the audience the majority of the time? A 

speaker should look members of the audience in the eye, except when looking away to 

gesture, to emphasize something or to glance at notes.  

 Articulate and Expressive Voice                                                                                          

-- Does the speaker speak distinctly and clearly? Does the speaker speak with directness 

and sincerity? Is the speech pleasing, convincing, interesting and understandable? The 

speaker should speak distinctly and clearly enough that his words are clear. 

 Poise and Confidence                                                         

-- Does the speaker appear to be composed and at ease? Does the speaker impress you 

that he/she has prepared well and knows the speech? Is the speaker convincing, 

interesting and understandable?  Does the speaker hold your interest? Does it make 

sense?                                                                                                                                       

-- Look for calmness behind the voice, not necessarily in the voice. The steadiness of 

the speaker’s voice and the look on the face are all clues to confidence.  

 A confident speaker knows the subject and is confident in his own ability and in God’s 

promise to speak through them. The speaker should convince you that they know what 

they are talking about, even if you don’t agree with everything said. 

 Posture/Movement/Gesturing – Does the speaker use good posture and appropriate 

body movement? 

-- Good posture is important because studies show that it makes a speaker appear more   

believable and confident 

-- Movement is good because it helps keep the audience focused. An effective speaker 

moves naturally toward all parts of the audience 

-- Pacing is not appropriate movement 

-- Hands and arms should hang at the speaker’s side when not being used to gesture 

positively. 

-- Delivered from Memory – Does the speaker rely excessively on notes? The key word 

here is excessively. Points should be deducted if a speaker refers to his notes so much 

that he loses eye contact with the audience for more than a few seconds and appears to 

be reading. 

AFTER THE TOURNAMENT 

 Following the Tournament, the three judges immediately give their score sheets to the 

tournament leader.  If there is more than one speaker, an assistant may be enlisted to tally the 

judges score sheets after each speaker has spoken. The assistant may also prepare the 
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certificates. 

 Judges should not discuss the scores among themselves unless requested to do so by the leader.  

 The tournament leader reviews the scores recorded by the judges and tallied by the assistant. 

Using the Youth Speakers’ Tournament Tally Sheet, the leader sums the scores from each of the 

three judges to determine the speakers final score.   

 Judges do not show or discuss scores with anyone other than the leader for any reason. Direct 

all inquiries to the leader. 
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20__ YOUTH SPEAKERS TOURNAMENT CHURCH  

REGISTRATION 
 

Please submit this form to your ASSOCIATIONAL BIBLE DRILL LEADER 

BEFORE your Associational Bible Drill. Your Associational Bible Drill leader 

will register your drillers for regional drills.   

 
Church ______________________________Assoc._________________________ 

Speakers Leader ______________________Phone__________________________   

Address__________________________City_____________________Zip_______

Email _______________________________________________ 

*TOTAL NUMBER OF SPEAKERS WHO PARTICIPATED IN SPEAKERS TOURNAMENT AT 

YOUR                          CHURCH: ___ 

**TOTAL NUMBER OF SPEAKERS ADVANCING TO THE ASSOCIATIONAL DRILL: 

___________ 
 

LOCATIONS:       

 

 

Speakers Name 
 

Grade Email Speech Title Drill Location 
(see above for choices) 

1.     

2.     

3.     

 
 

Please register here to be a speakers tournament volunteer for regionals or go online  at 

www.ncbibledrill.org to register.  (Volunteers will be contacted to verify and will be in the section with their drillers) 

 
Volunteer Name Email Church Judge Timekeeper 

1.     

2.     

3.     

  

http://www.ncbibledrill.org/
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YOUTH SPEAKERS’ TOURNAMENT 

TALLY SHEET 
 

Date:___________________           Drill Location: _________________ 
 

JUDGES SCORES 
        

JUDGES     1.     2.   3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 

1. 
        

2. 
        

3. 
        

         Time 
        

Inappropriate Dress 

        

         
TOTAL SCORE 

        

Dress:  Make a one-time deduction for inappropriate dress if instructed to do so by the Competition 

Coordinator. Maximum deduction is 10 points per speaker.  

 

Time:  Make a one-time deduction for time if instructed to do so by the Timekeeper. Deduct 2 

points for every 10 seconds, or fraction of 10 seconds, a speaker is under 4 minutes or over 6 

minutes. The maximum deduction for time is 10 points per speaker. 

 

HIGHEST SCORING SPEAKER: 

NUMBER NAME SCORE 
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Youth Speakers’ Tournament Score Sheet       
Speaker # ________ Title __________________________ Date _________________  Location 
________________  Judge # _______________________  Speech Time: ____________ 
 
 
Reminders:  Content is pre-scored. 
 

Delivery Excellent (9-10 points) Good (7-8 points) Average (5-6 points) Fair (3-4 points) Poor (1-2 points) Score 

Originality/Related to 
Subject 

The speech is highly creative 
and explores the subject in a 
thorough and excellent way. 

The speech is somewhat 
creative and explores the 
subject well. 

The speech is creative and 
explores the subject, but is 
not always on topic. 

The speech is original, but 
has trouble staying on topic. 

The speech is not creative, 
original, and does not 
address the subject. 

 

Organization/Logical 
Sequencing 

The speech follows a clear 
outline that allows the listener 
to come away with a thorough 
understanding of the topic. 

The speech follows a 
somewhat clear outline that 
allows the listener to 
understand the topic. 

The speech follows an 
outline, but needs to address 
some sequencing. 

The speech follows an 
outline, but the sequencing is 
not logical. 

The speech does not follow a 
clear outline and is not 
logically sequenced. 

 

Purpose Accomplished 

The speech has a clearly 
defined purpose which is 
accomplished by the whole of 
the speech. 

The speech has a well-
defined purpose, but it could 
be more effectively 
accomplished. 

While the speech has a 
defined purpose, that purpose 
is not accomplished well. 

The purpose of the speech is 
not appropriate, given the 
topic. 

The speech does not 
accomplish its purpose. 

 

Eye Contact with Audience 

The speaker maintains 
excellent eye contact with the 
entire room throughout the 
speech. 

The speaker maintains good 
eye contact through most of 
the speech, but may not make 
eye contact with all parts of 
the audience. 

The speaker maintains eye 
contact for the majority of the 
speech, but eye contact is 
focused on two or three areas 
of the audience. 

The speaker makes eye 
contact occasionally, but it is 
not maintained and only 
focuses on one area. 

The speaker does not 
maintain eye contact. 

 

Articulate and Expressive 
Voice 

The speaker is highly 
articulate and uses excellent 
expression, including variation 
in tone. 

The speaker articulates well 
and uses good expression 
and variation in tone. 

The speaker is articulate, but 
stumbles over occasional 
words, and uses some 
variation in tone. 

The speaker stumbles over 
some words and uses little 
expression or variation in 
tone. 

The speaker mumbles or 
does not articulate words, 
uses no variation in tone, and 
little or no expression. 

 

Poise and Confidence 

The speaker has an excellent 
command of the entire room 
and is well poised throughout 
the speech. 

The speaker has a good 
command of most of the room 
and remains poised, even if 
mistakes are made. 

The speaker has some 
command of the room, but 
falters slightly when mistakes 
are made. 

The speaker shows some 
confidence while speaking, 
but falters when mistakes are 
made. 

The speaker does not speak 
with confidence and struggles 
when mistakes are made. 

 

Posture/Movement/ 
Gesturing 

The speaker has excellent 
posture, moves about the 
platform in a purposeful way, 
and gestures are highly 
appropriate for the speech. 

The speaker maintains good 
posture, moves about the 
stage in an effective manner, 
and uses appropriate 
gestures. 

The speaker maintains good 
posture, but shows little 
movement and few gestures. 

The speaker maintains fair 
posture, but shows little 
purposeful movement, and 
few appropriate gestures.  

The speaker maintains poor 
posture, shows little 
movement, and uses no 
gestures or gestures are 
inappropriate for the speech. 

 

Delivered from Memory 

The speaker delivers the 
entire speech from memory 
and needs no prompting from 
the conductor. 

The speaker delivers the 
speech from memory and 
needs only one or two 
prompts from the conductor. 

The speaker delivers the 
speaker from memory, but 
needs 3-4 prompts from the 
conductor. 

The speech is partially 
memorized and the  speaker 
needs 5-6 prompts from the 
conductor. 

The speech is not memorized 
or the speaker needs more 
than six prompts from the 
conductor. 
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Content (pre-scored) 

Excellent (9-10 points) Good (7-8 points) Average (5-6 points) Fair (3-4 points) Poor (1-2 points) Score 

Structure and Grammar 

The speech is structured 
excellently with no 
grammatical errors. 

The speech is structured well 
with few grammatical errors. 

The speech is fairly structured 
with some grammatical errors. 

The speech is structured, but 
has a number of grammatical 
errors. 

The speech is not structured 
and has many grammatical 
errors. 

 

Judge’s Comments: 
 
 

Use of Resources and 
Proper Credit 

The speech uses 3-5 
scripture references or 
quotations which are all 
properly credited and are 
highly related to the subject. 

The speech uses 3-5 
scripture references or 
quotations which are all 
properly credited and are 
somewhat related to the 
subject. 

The speech uses 3-5 
scripture references or 
quotations which are mostly 
properly credited, but do not 
always relate well to the 
subject. 

The speech uses fewer than 
3-5 scripture references or 
quotations which are not 
properly credited, but which 
relate to the subject. 

The speech does not use 
scripture references or 
quotations, or does not cite 
them. 

 

Content Judge’s Comments: 
 
 

Delivery Judge Comments 

Please list what the speaker did well: Please list what the speaker can improve upon in future: 

TOTAL SCORE 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  - 12 – 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
YOUTH SPEAKER’S TOURNAMENT TIMESHEET 

 

LOCATION: ___________________ 

 

 

 

#1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Start timing as soon as the Speaker utters the first word. 

 

*Each speaker will have 4-6 minutes. 

 

*Speeches shorter or longer will be penalized two points per ten seconds for failure to 

stay within the time limit. 
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APPENDICES 
 

Caller’s Pre-drill Briefing for JUDGES 
 

1. Introduce yourself, the judges and timekeeper. 

 Express appreciation for their service. 

2. Distribute folders 

 Mark all score sheets with judge’s name. 

 Do you have all judges have speeches, score sheets and pencils? 

3. Timekeeper  

 

 Stopwatch:  does it work properly?   

 Begin timing when speaker says first word.  Stop timing when speaker says last word.  Then mark time on 

timesheet. 

4. Regular Judges  

 Sit where you can see the speaker clearly. 

 All judges judge all speakers. 

 Score only mistakes.  

 Take time to write positive feedback on the score sheet for the speaker. 

 

5. After the drill …  

 Judges must not discuss speakers scores except by request of Caller. Do not show or discuss score sheets with 

anyone for any reason. Judges and audience must direct all inquiries to the Caller! 

 Procedure for tallying the scores 

 Recognition procedure 

 If approached by speaker afterward, be encouraging and tactful if suggesting areas for improvement.  Do not 

discuss specific questions from the speakers tournament. 

6. Pray for judges’ concentration, and accuracy… 



 

  - 14 – 

 

  

 

Baptist State Convention of NC 
Bible Drill/Speakers’ Tournament Scholarship 

 

Awarded to the North Carolina Finalist in the following categories:  

1) High School Bible Drill (grades 10-12)   Minimum score of 270 
2) Youth Speakers’ Tournament (grades 10-12)    

3) Youth Bible Drill (grades 7-9)   Minimum score of 270 
 

The Scholarship is provided by the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina for the 
finalist in each division who is from a participating NC Baptist Church.  This scholarship 

will be for the amount of $2,500 and is made possible by gifts of North Carolina Baptists 
through the Cooperative Program. 
 

 A student may win the scholarship only once, even if they are the finalist winner in 
another division of the YBD/HSBD/or YST in a later year. The scholarship recipients will 
be recognized at the North Carolina Bible Drill Finalists’ Tournament. Scholarships will 

not be awarded to runner-ups.  The scholarship is awarded to first place winners ONLY.  
If the first place winner is unable to attend the NIT, then the 2nd place winner may 

attend the NIT but is not qualified to receive the scholarship.  If the 2nd place winner opts 
to attend the NIT in place of the 1st place winner, they may NOT qualify for the NIT or 

scholarship in that division again.  The NIT has a ruling that a participant may attend 
Nationals in each division one time only.  If the student wins speakers and high school in 
a given year, they only receive 1 scholarship. 
 

The scholarship is a one-time gift and may be used at the college of the student’s choice. 
The award is not transferable. If a finalist decides not to attend college, his/her 

scholarship is null and void. If the student is attending one of the 5 historic Baptist 
colleges/universities (Campbell, Chowan, Gardner-Webb, Mars Hill, or Wingate), they 
may also apply for the Baptist Scholarship Program through the Baptist State Convention 

of North Carolina.  
 

Process:  

 
1) Each winner will receive a Scholarship Certificate suitable for framing. 
 

2) Once the student has enrolled in college they will contact the Convention Scholarship 

office:  
 

i) A Scholarship Form will be sent to the student to be completed by the student and 

signed by the college representative.  
 

ii) The student will mail the completed form to the Baptist State Convention 

postmarked by October 1 of that year.  
 

iii) The Baptist State Convention Scholarship Office will process the Scholarship Form.  
 

iv) A check for the scholarship amount will be issued and mailed to the college to be 

credited to the student’s account.  
 

v) If a student withdraws from enrollment during the Scholarship year, the student is 
responsible for refunding the Baptist State Convention the pro-rated amount.  
 

3) No monies will be issued to an individual.  
 

4) The Scholarship has no cash value beyond the $2500 paid to the college.                              
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Clip Art… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 


